
The Monmouth County 
Board of Chosen 

Freeholders 

Welcome you to the 
2015 Earth Day Summit 



Welcome & Introduction 

Monmouth County Freeholder 

Deputy Director, Serena DiMaso, Esq. 

 

Monmouth County Freeholder 

Thomas A. Arnone, Shared Services Liaison 



Recycling Grant –  
Funds Distributed/Future Projections 
 

Stuart Newman 
Monmouth County Reclamation 



Recycling Stimulus 
Initiaive (RSI) 

Monmouth County Earth Day Summit 2015 
April 15, 2015 



Program Requirements 

 Municipal Recycling Coordinators 
meetings. 

 Accurately complete annual recycling 
tonnage report (and have it signed off by 
a CRP if municipality doesn’t have one). 

 Scheduling a meeting with County 
Recycling Staff. 

 Increasing Municipal Recycling Rate. 

 Improving Tonnage Reporting. 

 



Towns That met the Requirements 
and will Receive Incentive 

Brielle 

Keyport 

Matawan 

Neptune City 

Ocean Township 

Oceanport 
 



Bad News 

 Ten additional municipalities would have 
qualified for stimulus money had they 
come to the required number of Municipal 
Coordinator’s meetings. 

◦ Three meetings required 



New RSI incentive 

 Will run from April 1, 2015- March 30, 
2016 

 Requirements remain the same 

 Top ten towns will be awarded 

 Same requirements to receive money 

  



Requirements for New RSI 
incentive 

 Municipalities have to attend at least three of six 
Recycling Coordinator meetings (one is today). 

 Municipalities have to increase recycling 
percentage at least 2%. 

 Municipalities have to schedule an appointment 
with recycling staff within the period.   

 Top ten municipalities that increase their 
recycling percentage from 2013 numbers to 2014 
numbers will be awarded $1,000 per percentage 
increase (up to $10,000) 



Questions or Comments? 

 
 

 

 

Stuart Newman 

Monmouth County Solid Waste Coordinator 

6000 Asbury Avenue 

Tinton Falls, NJ 07753 

(732) 683-8686 ext. 8961 

Stuart.newman@co.monmouth.nj.us 



Food Composting Solutions 
 

Nicholas J. Smith-Sebasto, Ph.D. 

Founder & Executive Chairman 

FOR Solutions, LLC 

 
973-945-9150 

nsmithsebasto@forsolutionsllc.com 

www.forsolutionsllc.com  

mailto:nsmithsebasto@forsolutionsllc.com
mailto:nsmithsebasto@forsolutionsllc.com
http://www.forsolutionsllc.com/
http://www.forsolutionsllc.com/


Sustainable Jersey 
 

Lauren Skowronski 
Program Director for Community 
Engagement 



Sustainable Jersey 

Lauren Skowronski 
Program Director for Community Engagement, Sustainable Jersey 

 

Joe Barris 
Assistant Director, Monmouth County Division of Planning 

April 16, 2015 

A Monmouth County Partnership 



Earth Day 

What is Sustainability? 



What is Sustainable Jersey? 

• Sustainable Jersey® is a 

certification program for               

NJ municipalities interested in: 

 going “green” 

 saving money  

 sustaining a quality of life over 

the long term 
 

 

• Menu of actions to help towns 

become sustainable  
 

• As towns progress through the 

program, we provide: 

 tools & training 

 guidance & support 

 financial incentives 

 recognition 

Officials from the City of Long Branch accept the award 

of a $25,000 Grant from Sustainable Jersey 

Marlboro Township Achieves Sustainable Jersey™ Certification Award 

for Green Team initiatives at NJLOM Conference 



Actions: Prosperity, Planet, People 



  Program start: February 2009 

 

  423 (75%) NJ municipalities participating 

 

  85% of NJ’s population lives in these  

 communities 
 

  177 municipalities certified:  

• 149 towns at bronze level 

• 28 towns at silver level 

 

Participating Communities - MUNICIPAL 



  Program start: Fall 2014 

 

  60 (10%) NJ school districts participating 

 

  192 (7%) individual schools participating 
 

  74 schools applied for certification last 

month 

Participating Communities - SCHOOLS 



How to Get Your Town Certified 

1. Pass a resolution.  Register your municipality online. 
 

2. Form a Green Team 
 

3. Implement actions to get  

 certified: 
 

 150 points (Bronze)  

 350 points (Silver) 
 

 
 

4. Submit documentation for each action 
 

 

 

5. Certification awarded after review and verification 



Certification Steps - SCHOOLS 

2 step registration process! 

1. School Board passes a resolution; registers 

school district online 

2. Each individual school registers online 

3. Form Green Team (district or school level) 

4. Implement actions to score 150/350 points 

5. Submit documentary evidence for each 

action 

6. Certification awarded after review and 

verification 



Monmouth County Participation (72%) 

Certified Towns  (14) 
 

 Atlantic Highlands (bronze) 

 Eatontown (bronze) 

 Keyport (bronze) 

 Little Silver (bronze) 

 Long Branch (bronze) 

 Manalapan (bronze) 

 Marlboro (bronze) 

 Middletown (bronze) 

 Monmouth Beach (bronze) 

 Ocean Twp (bronze) 

 Red Bank (bronze) 

 Shrewsbury Boro(bronze) 

 Spring Lake (bronze) 

 Wall (bronze) 
 

 

Registered Towns (24) 
 

● Aberdeen    ● Howell  

● Asbury Park    ● Manasquan  

● Belmar     ● Millstone  

● Bradley Beach   ● Neptune Twp 

● Brielle     ●  Oceanport 

● Deal     ●  Roosevelt 

● Englishtown     ● Sea Bright  

● Freehold Boro   ● Sea Girt 

● Freehold Twp   ● Spring Lake Heights 

● Hazlet     ● Tinton Falls 

● Highlands    ● Union Beach 

● Holmdel    ● West Long Branch 

    



Monmouth in the Works 

17 grants = $119,000 to Monmouth communities so far, 

including: 
 

 Several $2,000 start up grants 
 Roosevelt, Oceanport, Howell Twp 

 

 Sea Bright - $2,000 
 Farmer’s Market 
 

 Wall Township - $2,000 
 

 Wreck Pond Nature Preserve restoration 
 

 Bradley Beach - $10,000 
 Wind turbine for beach front pump station 

 

 Ocean Twp - $10,000 
 Recycling outreach, household weight tracking program 
 

 Long Branch - $25,000 
 Development of sustainability goals in Master Plan 

 

 Middletown - $10,000 (2) 
 

 Grazing goats to curb invasive plant species 

 Native plant restoration, invasive species removal 
 

 Marlboro - $25,000  
 Creation of Village Center using form-based zoning code 



Regional Hubs 

 Quarterly Hub gatherings 

 Educational, social, programmatic in nature 
 

 Pilots:  Atlantic-Cape May, Camden-Burlington-

Gloucester, Essex, Mercer, & Somerset 
 

 

 Technical assistance & support to be provided 
 

 Expert speakers on relevant topics 
 

 Training & updates on SJ actions 
 

 Minimal administrative support 

 

 End result   
 

 Increase in collaborations among Green Teams within 

the region & across the state 
 

 Robust network of leaders learning successful models 

from each other 

 



 

Lauren Skowronski, Program Director 

for Community Engagement 

skowronl@tcnj.edu, 609-771-3129 

 

SustainableJersey.com 

SustainableJerseySchools.com 
 

  

   /SustainableJersey 
    

   @SJ_Program 

 

 

Contact Us 



New Jersey Clean Communities 
 

Karen Magnanao 
Manager, Operations, NJ Clean 
Communities 



Sandra Huber, Executive Director 

Karen Magnanao, Operations Manager 

New Jersey Clean Communities Council 



 Project Overview 

 Why Do a Statistical Report? 

 Breakdown of the Report Form 

 Saving vs. Submitting 

 Slam Dunk Tips for Success in Filing 

 NJCC Web Page Help 

 Questions 

 

 



 In 2011 the Atlantic County Utilities Authority & NJCCC rolled-out a state 
of the art online reporting system. 

 
 Originally Developed to Save Money, Save Paper, Save Time 

NONE OF THAT WORKED 
 What DID work: 

 More accountability and more participation 

 NJCCC developed  an outreach program to help Coordinators with Statistical Reporting 

 Led to the Clean Communities Coordinator  Certification program 

 Ability to provide metrics for the annual report 
 

 Worked with Cargas Business Systems to build the report form and 
database 
 
 New version out early this summer 

 

 The ACUA hosts the actual web form and the database that holds the 
submitted reports 
 

 NJCCC staff has remote access to administer the system and run reports 
 

 





 This is a Single-year reporting system 

◦ statistical reporting period is 18 months  
 (January – June 30 of the following year.) 

 

 Grant Awards are released in May of the reporting year. 

◦ begin keeping track of report-year expenses in January 
 

 Reports are due by June 30; there is approximately a one-month 
grace period after June 30 to wrap up the report and submit. 
 

 Approximately one-month after grace period ends, Mayor 
notification letters will be prepared. 

◦ sent to entities with incomplete and missing reports 

 

 

 





- Requirement of the Clean Communities Act of 2002 

-  
(1)  Every eligible municipality and county shall submit 
an annual report summarizing the uses and expenditure of 
funds received for its program of litter pickup and removal.  

   

(2) The department shall report to the Governor and the 
Legislature on the success of the county and municipal 
litter pickup and removal programs in reducing litter in 
New Jersey.  
 

 

 



- Tracks the Progress of Municipal and County 
 Programs 

 
- A way to track and report how your funds are 
 spent 
 

- A way to coordinate and organize thoughts 
and ideas for current and future events. 

 





THE GOOD 
REQUIRED FIELDS (marked in red) ARE MARKED AS SUCH 

 If you come across a required field and you have nothing 
to add, you must enter a zero. 

 
THE BAD 
USING the ENTER KEY and/or the BACKSPACE KEY   
Tab or Scroll to navigate through the form. 

 Enter key and backspace key will delete your info. 

 

THE NEW 
SAVE AND SUBMIT BUTTONS ARE DIFFERENT 

 Are larger in size and are more descriptive. 



Contact Information 



When you type in the name of 
your town, the Clean 
Communities Coordinator 
contact information will auto- 
populate from the previous 
years‟ report.  
 
These fields are editable. 



 Monies from prior years‟ may not be rolled into or 
added to the starting grant amount or the balance 
remaining.  
 

 Single-year reporting system 
 

 If you spent left-over CC grant money in the 
current  reporting year: 
 

 Do not report purchases made with prior-year funds in 
the Financial section of the report. 
 

 Outline how you used left-over funds at the bottom of 
Financial in the Other text box. 

 

 

 



Report left-over monies, spent in the current 
report year, in the OTHER text box. 

 

Used $4,000 from 2011 grant to purchase tee 
shirts for volunteers. 



  CLEANUP EXPENSES 



STORM DRAIN CLEANOUT AND  
LEAF COLLECTION 

New Box 
Coming 
Soon 



 Request a Grant Extension 
 
◦ Send requests to Sandy Huber 

 Requests no longer go to DEP 

 In writing and mailed to the office 

 Emailed acceptable but must be signed and on letterhead 

 Request a window of time for spending  
 

◦ Reports from all prior years must be in the 
system in SUBMITTED (completed) status 
 

◦ See the Clean Communities Grant Guidelines for 
more information. 

 

 



All Required fields must be filled in – use a zero if needed.  

REQUIRED FIELDS 



STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
 

Be Detailed 
 
Fill in as much 
as possible 
about your 
cleanups 
 
Most are  
Required 
fields. 



Date of all cleanups 

 
Who participated 

 Paid employees, contractors, community service workers, 
volunteers 

 Number of participants 

 Number of man-hours 

Trash collected 

 Separate records for litter and recyclables 

 Bags, Pounds or Tons 

Area cleaned 

 Road Miles 

 Acres 
 

Use your records to complete the goals and achievements section of the 
report 

 
 

 

 





May I spend CC money for a town-wide publication or calendar? 

 Yes. The percentage used must be based on the percentage of the 
publication that pertains to Clean Communities activities. 

 
May Clean Communities funds be used to remove graffiti? 

 Yes.  The Clean Communities Act states that funding may be used to 
pay for graffiti removal and all associated supplies. 

 

May Clean Communities funds be used for beautification? 

 No 
 

Are litter and recycling containers considered to be equipment? 

 No. Litter and recycling containers are considered to be supplies (no 
cap on line for supplies.) 
 

 



Why won‟t my report go in when I try to submit? 

Checklist for Success 

 PRIOR YEAR FUNDS 
Are not rolled into current year‟s report 
 

 GRANT YEAR EXPENSES 
Equal to or less than annual grant 
 

 EQUIPMENT EXPENSES 
Do not exceed 25% of annual grant 
 

 ALL REQUIRED FIELDS ARE FILLED IN 
No blank required fields 
 

 STATISTICAL INFORMATION NOTED 
Use records from your cleanup 



My Mayor received a letter saying my 2012 report was never done.   
I KNOW I did it, so why did he get this letter? 



 

 

 



 If you need to stop working on your report 
before it is complete: 

 
◦ Use the Save button 

 You will be issued a report number –  

 WRITE IT DOWN 

 

 Type that number as your EXISTING REPORT NUMBER 

 

 Will take you where you left off. 

 



SAVING DOES NOT SUBMIT YOUR FORM 



 
SUBMITTING??? 

REVIEW THESE SLAM-DUNK TIPS  
 

 

 



SLAM DUNK – TIP #1 
 
ENSURE THAT ALL REQUIRED FIELDS ARE FILLED IN 
  
 IF YOU HAVE NOTHING TO ENTER IN FINANCIAL (0) 
  
 IF YOU HAVE NOTHING TO ADD TO A TEXT BOX (0) 
 



 

SLAM DUNK  - TIP #2 
 
GRANT YEAR EXPENSES MAY BE: 
 
 EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN THE GRANT AMOUNT 
   
  MAY NEVER BY GREATER THAN 
 
 



 

SLAM DUNK - TIP #3 
 
ENSURE THAT YOUR EQUIPMENT PURCHASES DO NOT 
EXCEED 25% OF YOUR GRANT. AN ADDITIONAL 25% MAY BE 
USED FOR STORM DRAIN CLEANUPS.  
 
25% RULE ALSO APPLIES TO USE OF PRIOR YEAR FUNDS 



 

 

 

DO NOT ROLL BALANCES FROM PRIOR YEARS 

INTO THE FINANCIAL SECTION OF THE 
CURRENT YEAR‟S REPORT 

 

SLAM DUNK – TIP #4 
 
DO NOT ADD MONEY FROM A PRIOR YEAR TO THE 
FINANCIAL PORTION OF YOUR REPORT.  KEEP PRIOR YEAR 
FUNDS SEPARATE ON THE REPORT. 
 
LEFT OVER FUNDS EXPENDED IN THE CURRENT REPORT 
YEAR GO INTO THE „OTHER‟ TEXT BOX; NEVER IN 
FINANCIAL. 



 

 

 

DO NOT ROLL BALANCES FROM PRIOR YEARS 

INTO THE FINANCIAL SECTION OF THE 
CURRENT YEAR‟S REPORT 

 

SLAM DUNK – TIP #5 
 

USE RECORDS OF CLEAN-UPS 
 

USE RECORDS TO COMPLETE THE STATISTICAL PORTION OF 
THE REPORT. 



SCENARIO #1 
YOUR FORM GOES IN SUCCESSFULLY 
 

You will receive an auto-generated message that says, “Your 
Statistical Report has be successfully SUBMITTED.” 
 

This is your confirmation that the report has been entered into 
the database. 

 

SCENARIO #2 

YOUR FORM STAYS ON THE SCREEN 
 

List of problems will be reported at the bottom in red 
 

Make changes as required 

 

 

AFTER SUBMITTING 



 

NJCCC 

(609) 989-5900 

Karen Magnanao 
kmagnanao@njclean.org 

 
Indicate your report number and report year  

(if available) 
in all correspondence 

mailto:kmagnanao@njclean.org




 www.njclean.org 
◦ CLEAN COMMUNITIES TAB 

 Publications 
 Locate Grant Disbursements by Year 

 Best Practices Publication -  Information and Ideas for your Program  

 Grant Guidelines – Information on allowable use of your grant 

 FAQ‟s 

  



 

 

 

QUESTIONS? 



Earth Day Presentation 
 

Debbie Depew 
Township of Old Bridge 

Phone: 732-607-7900 X6107 

ddepew@oldbridge.com 



Municipal Testimonial 
 

 
Jamie Mellish 

Borough of Rumson 

Assistant Foreman/Recycling Coordinator 
(732) 842-8941  



Monmouth County Shade Tree 
 

Kevin Thompson 
General Supervisor 
Monmouth County Shade Tree Division 

4000 Kozloski Road 
Freehold, NJ 07728 
732-431-7903 

 

Proper Tree Pruning Methods – Part 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HbUiKVb_Cc 

Proper Tree Pruning Methods – Part 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDLVH6VtlwA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HbUiKVb_Cc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDLVH6VtlwA


Open Question & Answer Period 
 
Thank you for attending the 
Monmouth County 2015 Earth 
Day Summit! 


