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Monmouth County Board of Agriculture
Minutes of March 17, 2009
Meeting called to order 7:45 p.m. 
Invocation:
Don Pyle 

Attendees:   Frank Allocco, Doc Dey, Gary DeFelice, Ed Wengryn, Boots Cassie, Anne Trapani, 
                    Doug Kauffman, Scott Ellis, Donna & Jesse Puhalski, Bob Freiberger, Robin Burins
                    Bill Sciarappa, Tom Freiberger, Marty Bullock, Pat DePalma, Jim Wikoff, Don Pyle
                    Nyna McKittrick, Rich Obal, Diane Zahorsky, Wickie Hom, Bill Walker, 
Guests:         Erin Mariolis
Minutes from last meeting, Motion to Accepted by: Nyna McKittrick, Seconded by: Robin Burins
                                             Accepted by the Board
Treasurer Report read by Debi Kauffman. Motion to Accept by, Don Pyle Seconded by: Doc Dey

                                          Accepted by the Board

Correspondence:        

· Thank you cards from NJ Ag Museum for the donation of $1000. 
· Letter from Dean Goodman notifying the term for Doc Dey is coming to an end

and to consider a nomination for this term
· NJ Ag Society Annual Dinner invitation.   
· Board of Managers sent out a flow chart of names of communication levels for 

easier access

Reports
Rich Obal       On a sad note David Shaw from the shade tree commission past away the beginning of March, our prays and condolences go out to the family.  Recently the County Government has been down sized.  Received a call for an aid of Jennifer Beck inquiring about the Farm Land Assessment program inquiring about yields and crops, could lead to future changes or adjustments in the program.  Handout on 40 years of farm practices and changes written by Jack Rabin.    
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Diane Zahorsky The 5th week of the new class of Master Gardeners is coming up.  The Class has many plans  



     for the upcoming spring.  Class is reviewing the plans for the Plant a Row Garden to help the  
     local food kitchen.  The Jr Master Gardener program has grown this year to 14 youngsters 


     and a busy year is planned for them as well.  



     Just returned from the international trip with NJALDP 07 and what a wonderful trip.  
Bill Sciarappa An increase in farmers coming in to the office for information about farming.  A lot of small independent farms are on the increase.  Tri County Co-Op Auction is pulling together a lot of new programs and will open in May for 1 night a week this year. Farm Bureau held an Alternative Power meeting at the Freehold office and it went well.  Once again Rain Gardens are  on the rise, with a lot of school group wanting to participate. 
Ed Wengryn   A lot of uproar about the AIG financial issues this week in Washington.  The President is not totally convinced that the food safety system is effective enough and has launched a special study for possible improvements.  With the legislature coming up for recess bills are flooding the houses.  Secretary Fisher has been on the move and has committed himself to visit every county board at least once during his initial months in office.  Reminder that the Ag Society Dinner is March 28, at Forsgate Country Club.  
Scott Ellis       Garden State Ethanol Plant is coming together in Woodbine.  Trying to come to terms with DEP on the wood burners for greenhouse heat.  The 2010 convention date has been set, place TBD.  Governor wants the department to reduce its work force by 17%, with the cut back already in place this would reduce the department approximately 1/3 more.    
Bill Walker    Doug Fisher became Secretary of Agriculture on March 6; a public ceremony with the governor is being planned.  With food safety being an on going issue, Washington aims to restructure procedures and upgrade the system, although NJ has been noted as being “the most up to date with food safety.”  The task force will include input from NJDA, NJDHAA, and Rutgers University.  Upcoming dates:  March 21 2009 Junior Breeders Symposium, 
                        March 28-29 Horses 2009,            April 18  Farm to School Conference,                                         April 24-26 HSUS Disaster Animal Response Training.

Tim Dey         DCP signup for the 2009 program continues until June 1, 2009.  USDA CCC1099-G is a service to help producers report taxable income, forms were sent out the last week in January, remember to include them in you tax packets. FSA farm loans for beginning farmers are available, loans con be financed up to $300,000, with possible terms for 40 years.  Call the office for information, (732) 462-0075. 
Next meeting April 21, 2009
Meeting was adjourned at 9:03 pm                                                              

Minutes recorded & typed by: Debi Kauffman
FARMERS KEEP OUR COUNTY GREEN
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