Monmouth County Board of Agriculture

Meeting Minutes

March 16, 2010

Opening:       

The regular meeting of the Monmouth County Board of Agriculture was called to order at 7:35on 3/16/2010 in Freehold by President Gary DeFelice.

 

Present:        

Robin Bruins, Boots Cassie, Ross Clayton, Stephen P. Dey, Tim Dey,  Gary DeFelice, Patrick DePalma, Nyna McKittrick, Rich Obal, Donna Puhalski, James Wikoff, Bill Walker, Ed Wengryn, Meg Whitehouse, Diane Zahorsky.

Guests: George Asprocolas, Pat Butch, Adam Davino, Phil Ondrush.

Invocation- Robin Bruins  

A.        Approval of Treasurers Report: Read By Ross Clayton, unanimously approved as read. 1st S.P Dey

B.      Approval of Minutes:The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as amended. 1st 

           J. Wikoff

C.        Correspondence: Thank you from Clair McKittrick 4-H Ambassador for sponsorship.

             NJ Green Industry Council: Request for board membership – Tabled for further study.

             Rumson Garden Club Tree Sale

             Dept. of Agriculture: Request for Farmer input pertaining to height of vegetation under   

             power lines. Contact Dave Kimmel 609-984-2054 or dkimmel @ AG. State. NJ. US

D.         Reports:

             Rich Obal: County Extension- Central Jersey Ornamental + Turf meeting had 200 + participants. 

             Search and interviews for program assistant continue. 

             Bill Walker: NJDA- South Jersey Open Meeting March 24, At Tomasello Winery, 11:30 am

              Federal Disaster Assistance needs to applied for now for weather related losses. Invasive Species 

              Meeting sub- committee appointed and working on industry concerns. Dairy hearings continue. 

              Dr. Karyn Malinowski received the Governor’s Trophy for 2009 Horseperson of the year. 

              NJDA on Facebook-www.facebook.com/NJDeptofAgriculture. Dept. budget not severly cut. 

              NJPHEAL NJ- Public Health, Environmental and Agriculture Laboratory expected to be finished in 

              May. Agriculture Recycling Program continues. 1.4 MILLION Lbs. recycled so far. Visit 

              www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/md/prog/recycling.html  for info. Statistics released on a study

               about hunger in NJ 830,200 people served through emergency feeding. 42% of those people had 

              children under 18; 34 % had 1 employed adult; 40% said they chose between food and utilities; 20% 

              had lost their job within a year.

              Ed Wengryn-Farm Bureau-Rutgers will receive a slight rise in funding. The governor will be

               meeting department by department to look at budgets. Hearing on Fertilizer application bill-

               License commercial applicators of fertilizer like they do for pesticide appliers There is an Ag 

               Exception now. Bear management plan approved by fish & Game. FB is on Facebook now. 

               Diane Zahorsky- Extension. Master Gardeners Program progressing. Community gardens will get 

                some free seeds to start with this year due to move of local seed company out of state.

              Tim Dey-USDA-FSA.  DCP-Acre Sign up continues. Enrollment for 2010 direct and Counter-

               cyclical Program will continue until JUNE 1. Use the eDCP automated website to sign up.

              SURE Sign up – for the 2008 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments  began January 4 2010. 

               If there is no Secretarial Disaster Designation, individual producers may also be eligible for SURE if 

               the actual production on the farm is less than 50% of the normal production on the farm due to a

               natural disaster. 2010 Census have been mailed, please return ASAP. Crop reporting season through 

               June 15th. Disaster declaration information for building damage.  Form CCC-927 is the form needed  

               to verify income and is available at our office. 

             Stephen P. Dey- Board of Managers- Next board meeting in Tuckerton. Looking at the budget

             The Finance Committee will work on that until the budget is signed.

             Meg Whitehouse- 4-H- Horse judging team did very well at Horse Bowl. We were able to send a Jr. 

             team and a Sr. team and both placed top 10. We also had a Rabbit Bowl Team this year. 

             Guest George Asprocolas- Tri county Farmers Co-op – Auction will be opened 4-7 Wednesday 

             night until July, then it will go to a M/W/F format. New cooler allows for direct ordering. $100.00

             membership until May 1, after that $150.00.

          

             OLD Business- Annual Dinner went well even with the restaurant loosing half of its electricity. 

             FFA presentation was a highlight of the evening. Good interest and turnout despite the weather. 

            D. New Business  Discussion- insurance to cover board members – Moved to committee 1st
                 R. Bruins. Discussion- preserved farm usage. 

           

E.      Agenda for Next Meeting

Adjournment:                        

Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 by S.P. Dey.  The next general meeting will be at 7:30 on April 20 in Freehold. 

Minutes submitted by:    Nyna McKittrick

 

_______________________
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