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STAINABLE PLACES

MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATION 13.6
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Division of Plannin|

Provide planning assistance to other county agencies in providing theilf

rogramming and services; research and recommend effective plannin
mplementation strategies; partner with municipalities and nonprofits in
development of strategy toolkits.

Monmouth County
Health Departmen
(MCHD)

The MCHD and local health departments offer numerous programs an
services that are aimed at improving the health and quality-of-life for lo
residents.
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Municipalities

Adopt planning strategies and ordinances that result in safer and healt
places to live, work, play, and stay.

Other Counties

Coordinate on projects with overlapping jurisdictions.

Sustainable Jerse]
(8J)

Coordinate with municipalities to provide assistance in SJ certification;
provide resources to municipalities in the creation of their strategy tool}

Monmouth Arts

Work with Monmouth Arts to incorporate creative placemaking into culf
plans and development projects.

NJ Department of]
Transportation
(NJDOT)

Work with municipalities interested in receiving transit village designati
from NJDOT; use NJDOT as a resource for Best Practices for Transit
Development (TOD).

NJ Department of]
Environmental
Protection (NJDER

Seek assistance from NJDEP’s Planning and Sustainable Communitie
program; assist communities with applying for grants and loans that
support sustainability initiatives.

North Jersey

Transportation
Planning Agency
(NJTPA)/Togethe

Coordinate with NJTPA/TNJ on local pilot projects that promote sustai
places

North Jersey (TNJ
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0 Enhancing Sustainable Communities with Green Infrastructure:
A Guide to Help Communities Better Manage Stormwater While
Achieving Other Environmental, Public Health, Social, and
Economic Benefits (2014)

0 Clean Water State Revolving Fund

O Smart Growth

0 Tools and Resources for Sustainable Communities

O Creating Equitable, Healthy, and Sustainable Communities:
Strategies for Advancing Smart Growth, Environmental Justice,
and Equitable Development (2013)

0 Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities

O Regional, State, and Local Opportunities for Funding Smart
Growth Projects

Federal Facilities Environmental Stewardship and Compliance

Assistance Center, Sustainability Program:
HUD-DOT-EPA Partnership for Sustainable Communities

State

NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)

O Clean Water NJ
O Green Infrastructure in NJ
0 New Jersey Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Manual
0 Office of Planning and Sustainable Communities
=  How to Become an Environmentally Sustainable Community
= A Guide to Sustainable Grants and Loans that Support
Sustainability Initiatives
=  How to Conduct an Energy Audit Guide
=  Green Purchasing: A Guide for Local Governments and
Communities
0 Grants for Municipalities

County and Local
Monmouth County Hub for Municipal Green Teams
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Monmouth University Sustainability Advisory Council
Municipal Green Teams

Nonprofits, Research Centers, and Other Stakeholders

American Planning Association (APA) Sustaining Places Initiative:
Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC)
Center for Watershed Protection, Inc.

Clean Ocean Action

Congress of New Urbanism

Development Center for Appropriate Technology

Form-Based Code Institute

Institute for Sustainable Communities

New Jersey Audubon

New Jersey Sierra Club

NJ Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability

Rutgers University

0 Rutgers Center for Green Building

0 Green Infrastructure Guidance Manual for New Jersey

O Rutgers Water Resources Program

Smart Communities Network Creating Energy Smart Communities :
STAR Communities

Sustainable Communities Online

Sustainable Jersey (Discussed in 13.3.2 Local Conditions)

Sustainable Jersey for School

The College of New Jersey The Sustainability Institute

Toward a Sustainable Community: A Toolkit for Local Government
United Nations (UN) Division for Sustainable Development
(DSD) University of New Hampshire (UNH) Stormwater Center
Urban Land Institute (ULU): a research and education nonprofit who
facilitates open exchange of information, ideas, and experiences
among policy makers and industry leaders dedicated to creating
better places.



http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-10/documents/green-infrastructure.pdf
http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-10/documents/green-infrastructure.pdf
http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-10/documents/green-infrastructure.pdf
http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-10/documents/green-infrastructure.pdf
http://water.epa.gov/grants_funding/cwsrf/cwsrf_index.cfm
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth
http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/tools-and-resources-sustainable-communities
http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-01/documents/equitable-development-report-508-011713b.pdf
http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-01/documents/equitable-development-report-508-011713b.pdf
http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-01/documents/equitable-development-report-508-011713b.pdf
http://www2.epa.gov/smart-growth/building-blocks-sustainable-communities#2015%20Communities
http://www2.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-growth-national-funding-opportunities
http://www2.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-growth-national-funding-opportunities
https://www.fedcenter.gov/programs/sustainability/
https://www.fedcenter.gov/programs/sustainability/
https://www.sustainablecommunities.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/dep/
http://www.cleanwaternj.org/index.htm
http://www.nj.gov/dep/gi/
http://www.njstormwater.org/bmp_manual2.htm
http://www.njstormwater.org/bmp_manual2.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/opsc/docs/becoming_an_environmentally_sustainable_community.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/opsc/docs/grants_loans_for_sustainability_initiatives.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/opsc/docs/grants_loans_for_sustainability_initiatives.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/opsc/docs/conduct_an_energy_audit.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/opsc/docs/green_purchasing_guide_local_governments.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/opsc/docs/green_purchasing_guide_local_governments.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/opsc/docs/njstategrants.pdf
http://www.monmouth.edu/university/sustainability-advisory-council.aspx
https://www.planning.org/sustainingplaces/
http://www.anjec.org/SustainableComm.htm
http://www.cwp.org/
http://www.cleanoceanaction.org/index.php?id=334
https://www.cnu.org/
http://www.dcat.net/
http://formbasedcodes.org/
http://www.iscvt.org/
http://www.njaudubon.org/
http://www.newjersey.sierraclub.org/
http://www.njheps.org/
http://rcgb.rutgers.edu/
http://water.rutgers.edu/GreenInfrastructureGuidanceManual.html
http://www.water.rutgers.edu/
http://www.smartcommunities.ncat.org/
http://www.starcommunities.org/
http://www.sustainable.org/
http://www.sustainablejersey.com/
http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/
http://si.tcnj.edu/
http://www4.uwm.edu/shwec/publications/cabinet/reductionreuse/SustainabilityToolkit.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/about/dsd
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/about/dsd
http://www.unh.edu/unhsc/
http://uli.org/

The ULI assisted Freehold Borough through a Technical Assistance
Panel (TAP) regarding downtown land use issues and produce An
Opportunity for Community Driven Development (2015).

U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)

0 New Jersey Chapter

13.7 Master Plan Recommendations and Stakeholder Strategies

These five Master Plan Recommendations and numerous Stakeholder
Strategies were identified from Working Group meetings and additional
input from stakeholders.

Master Plan Recommendations

Recommendation 13.1: Review proposed environmental and
sustainability related legislation and regulations to determine their
potential impacts to Monmouth County and our municipalities, and
prepare appropriate responses to promulgating authorities. When
evaluating new or amended environmental legislation, changes in
regulatory requirements and/or new policies, the interdependent and
cumulative impacts of implementation must be considered as part of
the review. The county should support policies and legislation that
promote sustainable communities, strengthen the county’s resiliency
and recovery, and protect environmental resources. The county should
also oppose those that threaten the preservation of a community’s
economic, social, and cultural value and character.

Recommendation 13.2: Develop internal sustainability indicators, such
as those used by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and
other federal and state agencies, to be used as a guideline in the
evaluation of local and county Master Plan sustainability goals and
policies. Comprehensive planning incorporates targets and indicators
when evaluating the attainment of plan goals and objectives. Indicators
are used in planning to gauge effectiveness and outcomes of adopted
plans. Developing measurable planning indicators to provide evaluation
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of master plan effectiveness involves collaboration with other planning
partners.

Recommendations 13.3: With assistance from the Monmouth County
Environmental Council (MCEC), and through the Monmouth County
Green Team Hub, offer support to our municipalities in their efforts to
improve local sustainability. Through the Monmouth County Hub for
Municipal Green Teams and the MCEC, the Division of Planning will
assist with the dissemination of information to Municipal Green Teams
in their efforts to improve local sustainability and/or obtain Sustainable
Jersey (SJ) certification by providing technical assistance, and a peer-to-
peer regional forum for mentoring and participation.

Recommendations 13.4: Educate local decision makers and the public
about the importance of issues related to maintaining a sustainable
county with educational programs, roundtable events, municipal
presentations, and the development of informative documents. There
is a need to build internal institutional knowledge regarding
sustainability and conduct outreach with our planning partners on these
issues. By providing opportunities to educate the public on matters of
concern by way of public forums and resources of information, the
result is a better and more thorough understanding of the measures
required when addressing those issues.

Recommendations 13.5: Build interdepartmental knowledge about the
potential benefits and applications of green approaches, incorporating
these actions into county plans, programs, and projects when it is
financially feasible to do so. New green infrastructure, technology, and
design have the potential to reduce long-term project costs and
maintenance. The Division of Planning will initiate discussions and
share information with other county departments and agencies for
future improvement projects regarding ‘greener’ approaches to
traditional county improvement projects, while keeping up with Best
Management Practices (BMPs) for sustainability.


http://nnj.uli.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/37/2015/08/ULI_TAP_Freehold_Pages_Final_Web.pdf
http://nnj.uli.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/37/2015/08/ULI_TAP_Freehold_Pages_Final_Web.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/
https://usgbcnj.org/

Recommendation 13.6: Consult with municipalities to create strategy
toolkits tailored to their community’s specific needs utilizing form-
based codes, living streets principles, green design, case studies, policy
recommendations, and sample ordinances that result in safer and
healthier places to live, work, play, and stay. Planning should take into
account the impacts of decisions and investments that result in a safer
and healthier quality-of-life. With assistance from the Division of
Planning, communities should incorporate designs and facilities that
encourage healthy lifestyles and promote public safety in their healthy
community initiatives. By developing place specific design and land use
strategies, communities can benefit from a reduction in expenditures
and an increase in efficiency in the interest of the public’s health and
safety while also protecting the character of a community.

Stakeholder Strategies

General

e Promote policies that foster healthy, sustainable, and resilient
communities.

e Participate in and promote municipal recycling programs to reduce
waste, conserve natural resources, prevents pollution, reduces
environmental degradation, etc.

e Encourage the use of ‘Green’ Best Management Practices.

e Encourage innovative land use planning and design to address
current and future growth needs within the context of
sustainability.

e Encourage the incorporation of sustainability related
recommendations, goals, and policies in municipal master plans and
land development ordinances.

e Municipal Green Teams work with the county and other community
stakeholders in bring about sustainable outcomes through action.

e Municipalities interested in incorporating sustainable approaches
should seek certification with Sustainable Jersey (SJ). Assist in the
development of appropriate master plan indicators.
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Schools interested in incorporating sustainable approaches should
seek certification with SJ.

Natural Resources

Keep floodplains undeveloped to provide wildlife and trail linkages
while increasing community resiliency after flooding.

Encourage habitat preservation and restoration around water
bodies, floodplains, wetlands, along shorelines, and streams that
will maintain and improve water quality.

Support tree planting and management programs to enhance both
the environmental benefits and aesthetics of a community.

Promote the protection of threatened and endangered species and
their habitats by encouraging the development and implementation
of plans designed to manage negative impacts associated with their
environment.

Open Space

Encourage property and easement acquisitions that will promote
community resiliency and sustainability.

Support urban recreation acquisitions, partnerships, and programs.
Promote management strategies designed to maintain natural
resources that are beneficial to the viability of open space habitats.

Farmland Preservation

Identify farms that do not qualify for preservation through state and
local programs in conjunction with exploring new options to
encourage agricultural retention.

Encourage private property owners to preserve sensitive
environments and farmland through conservation easements.
Encourage innovative land use planning and design to
accommodate future growth while avoiding conflicts with existing
agricultural uses.



Arts, Historic, & Cultural Resources

Foster the development of arts councils and historic commissions,

while promoting their interrelations.

Promote the adaptive reuse of historic and architecturally

significant structures when determining the redevelopment and

revitalization needs of a community.

Promote and assist with local efforts to identify and preserve

historic sites and districts through land use techniques for inclusion

in federal, state, and local historic registers and inventories.
Utilities

Encourage municipal coordination to strengthen

stormwater management within local ordinances.

Discourage interbasin transfers of water.

Explore the use of innovative technologies for water conservation

and wastewater treatment as methods for protecting surface and

groundwater quantity and quality while increasing recharge.

Encourage stormwater infiltration for groundwater recharge where

feasible.

Support the use of alternative, renewable energy resources such as

geothermal, solar, hydro, tidal, and wind power.

Encourage distributed energy generation solutions to enhance

system efficiency, reliability, and resiliency.

regional

Transportation & Mobility

Encourage sustainable streetscape design, including elements like
rain gardens, green infrastructure, and native species plantings,
which improve environmental quality, social well-being, economic
vitality, and community fabric.

Promote the expansion of both regional and local bicycle/
pedestrian networks to create safe alternative options for public
transportation to destinations.
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Encourage transportation improvements that would reduce existing
obstacles (e.g. traffic) and expedite moving food between the local
source and potential destinations.

Agricultural & Economic Development

Identify the county’s food deserts and promote local and walkable
food system solutions, such as community gardens and farm
markets.

Encourage the production and processing of year-round local food
products to increase food security and economic opportunities for
farmers.

Assist in identifying appropriate and
businesses in Monmouth County.

Proceed with agricultural sustainability planning efforts that
increase our understanding of the agricultural industry in a regional
context and recommends improvements that promote a sustainable
economic future for local farmers.

suitable locations for

Community Development & Housing

Encourage the adjacency of clusters where practical to generate
larger habitat areas.

Generate management plans for the undeveloped areas that result
from cluster developments in order to avoid the spread of invasive
species.

Support the use of measures designed for energy efficiency as well
as stormwater management techniques that will promote
groundwater infiltration to reduce runoff, when designing new
construction or retrofitting buildings and facilities.

Healthy Communities

Support municipalities that are considering sustainable ordinances
that would allow such things as xeriscaping, front yard vegetable
gardens, etc.

Promote safe and secure neighborhoods through outreach and
community involvement.



e Support the integration of locally grown products into communities,
particularly those with limited access to fresh, healthy produce.

e Encourage and provide opportunities for physical activities and
social interaction that create a sense of community and provide for
the mental and physical health needs of its residents.

Community Resiliency

e Support the work of towns seeking to participate or advance in the
SJ certification program.

e Support coastal communities when reviewing preparations for
flooding and evacuation routes.

e Recognize potential economic, environmental, and health needs to
be addressed in planning post-disaster recovery efforts.

Planning Services, Outreach, & Coordination

e Encourage public awareness of the three tenets to community
sustainability: Environmental Sustainability, Economic Sustainability,
and Social Sustainability.

e Support energy audit programs for existing facilities to identify
needs and options to improve energy efficiency.

e Promote the adaptive reuse of older buildings, incorporating the
use of sustainable materials in repair or reconstruction.

e Provide education and outreach opportunities with public
involvement in stewardship activities.

e Review current methods of communication to the public, with an
emphasis on adequate and effective distribution of information to
those with limited access; notably non-English speaking, seniors,
homeless, etc.
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