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The Shore Has Heritage! Explore It
In-Person or Online

Monmouth County residents know how valuable it is to live
in a place that is less than two hours away from two major
metropolitan areas, yet far enough removed to enjoy
charming country farms, quiet suburban life, and countless
seaside recreations. These all contribute to the county’s
vast record of historic events, scenic sights, and notable
landmarks. You can discover them this summer or
anytime else through online guides of the National Parks
Service “New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail Route” (map)
and Monmouth County’s Virtual Byway Tours, which
promote the shore’s one-off locales and landscapes.
Image credit - Monmouth County Tourism.

Upcoming Events
Monmouth County
Transportation Council
Meeting: July 12 at 7 p.m.
to be held in person with a
virtual option. Click here to
find the meeting info.

Laurel Ave.
Reopened After

Bridge Strike
On March 4, a NJ TRANSIT

bridge, which passes over County
Route 52, known locally as S.

Laurel Ave., was struck by a truck
in the mid-morning hours. On May

22, the road was reopened to
motorists between Middletown and

Holmdel. The rail bridge, which
shoulders the North Jersey Coast
Line, was reinforced with concrete

and over road flashing signals
were installed to warn of the 12’5’’

clearance.

https://www.jerseysbest.com/community/uncover-the-hidden-side-of-the-jersey-shore-on-a-trek-down-the-coastal-heritage-trail/
https://www.nps.gov/carto/hfc/carto/media/NEJEmap1.pdf
https://bit.ly/VirtualMC
https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=5180&mode=1
https://www.thejournalnj.com/articles/detour-alert-train-bridge-struck-on-laurel-avenue/
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/holmdel-and-colts-neck/sections/police-and-fire/articles/laurel-avenue-to-reopen-may-22-detour-caused-by-bridge-damage


Do You Have Your Auto Dealer's
Plate Frame On Your Vehicle? A
Bill Aims To Make It Legal
A bill (A3494) that would allow license plate frames to
obscure certain parts of permanent or temporary license
plates, under certain conditions, has passed the N.J. State
Assembly Transportation and Independent Authorities
Committee on June 9. The bill clarifies that a New Jersey
license plate may not be obscured to the point that the
registration (plate) number and name of the state cannot
be reasonably identified or discerned. This would mean
that those with common plate frames for sports teams or
auto dealerships would no longer be ticketed for obscuring
a plate when pulled over for more serious violations.
Additional information can be found here.

Check out the Classics! – Cars at
the Park

On July 10, Monmouth Park Racetrack in Oceanport will
host a “Classic Car Show & Oldies Day” from 11:30 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. If you have a classic car of your own, that is
25 years or older, you can have it featured alongside its
compadres. Check out additional information on general
admission and car show registration form on the event
webpage here. Image credit - Monmouth Park.

Know All of Monmouth County At-
A-Glance
In May 2022, the Monmouth County Division of Planning

$5.9 Million Awarded
for Bridge

Replacement in
Colts Neck

Monmouth County has been
awarded $5.9 million for the

replacement of bridge A-38 on
Phalanx Rd. (County Route 54) in
Colts Neck. The bridge connects
Middletown and Colts Neck over
the Swimming River Reservoir.

This grant was awarded via the NJ
Local Bridges Fund program and is

directed by the New Jersey
Department of Transportation.
Additional information on the
announcement, projects to be

funded, and award recipients can
be found here.

Did You Know?
Stopping and starting an engine

uses less fuel than an engine idling
for 10 seconds. Research
conducted by the Argonne

National Laboratory states that
vehicles at rest for longer than 10
seconds will use less fuel if the

engine is stopped and later
restarted. This finding is compared

to leaving the engine on while
stationary. The fuel used when

idling varies by factors such as the
vehicle make and model, the use
of heating or cooling features, the
use of accessories (entertainment
screens, lights, and speakers), and

local weather conditions.
Additional data and supporting
information can be found here.

Amtrak Upgrades a
Stretch of the

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/A3494
https://www.nj.com/news/2022/06/nj-bill-banning-blocked-license-plates-advances-with-drivers-spared-from-getting-a-ticket.html
https://www.monmouthpark.com/event/classic-car-show-oldies-day-2/
https://transportationtodaynews.com/news/26874-new-jersey-bridge-projects-awarded-47-3m-for-improvements-replacements/
https://transportationtodaynews.com/news/26874-new-jersey-bridge-projects-awarded-47-3m-for-improvements-replacements/
https://njdotlocalaidrc.com/state-funded-programs/local-bridges-fund
https://www.energy.gov/eere/vehicles/articles/fotw-1239-may-23-2022-idling-engine-little-10-seconds-will-use-more-fuel


published its annual At-A-Glance report. The report details
demographic, economic, employment, housing, and land
use data for all 53 municipalities of the County, as well as
additional information on recent developments and links to
supplementary reports/plans on municipal websites. The
report is now available online with interactive features not
previously achievable with paper copies. Visit the site
here!

NJ TRANSIT – [A Cheaper] Way to
Go

NJ TRANSIT (NJT) announced fare promotions and
seasonal beach packages for both city and shore
residents wishing to travel somewhere new. For those
looking to visit the shore, combined packages of a rail
ticket and a day beach pass to Asbury Park or Ocean
Grove beaches are available for purchase at rail station
ticket agents and ticket vending machines across the NJT
rail network. For those wishing to visit Philadelphia or New
York, customers can use promotional codes
“PHILLYPASS” and “NYCPASS” in the NJT Mobile App to
receive a 40% discount on a round-trip ride to either
location. Additional information on these and other
summer promotions can be found here. Image credit - NJ
TRANSIT.

Go Further! - More Outlets That
Offer Transportation
News/Information
Webinars by the Transit Cooperative Research
Program – Transportation Research Board

Northeast Corridor in
Middlesex County
Amtrak crews have completed

improvements to switches,
signaling, overhead wires, and
electrical substations along 16
miles of the quadruple-track rail

corridor between New Brunswick
and South Brunswick. This will

enable future and brand-new Acela
Amtrak trains to travel up to 160
mph in this section, up from 120-
130 mph. The anticipated service
will put New Jersey on the map as

one of the few places in the
country that meet the United

States Department of
Transportation (USDOT) “High-

Speed Rail – Express”
classification. The press release
from Amtrak can be found here.

Monmouth County
Bridge and Road

Projects
Monmouth County is working hard

to maintain and upgrade key
roadway and bridge infrastructure

throughout the County. Learn
which projects are under
construction, review, or

consideration, as well as how to
get involved, on the Monmouth

County webpage.

Participate With the
Council

If you have an interest in
transportation, we invite you to
contact the staff advisors to the

Monmouth County Transportation
Council at

transportation@co.monmouth.nj.us

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/c22b2943e4224d9184b953f860c407e9
https://www.njtransit.com/press-releases/let-nj-transit-be-your-ride-summer-vibes-new-promotions
https://media.amtrak.com/2022/06/amtrak-increasing-speed-of-acela-trains-in-new-jersey-through-infrastructure-investments-and-improvements/
https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=2680
https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=2680
mailto:transportation@co.monmouth.nj.us


The Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP)
provides invaluable reports on public transportation
practices and innovations to improve transit service across
the nation. As part of the Transportation Research Board’s
role in providing independent advice to federal agencies
and government bodies, the TCRP produces informational
webinars on big picture transportation issues. Check out
these webinars by TCRP and others here!

and find out about ways you can
participate or volunteer with us.

Have a question, comment, or hot tip? Send us an email:
transportation@co.monmouth.nj.us

About This Newsletter

The purpose of this newsletter is to inform Monmouth County residents about transportation topics and
related events in their community. This newsletter is prepared by Monmouth County Division of
Planning staff for the Monmouth County Transportation Council. The County of Monmouth and the
Board of County Commissioners do not necessarily share the viewpoints of the material included in
this newsletter.

Transportation Council Membership

Anthony Garaguso - Chairperson
Jeffrey Vernick - Vice Chairperson

Betsy Barrett - Ben Lucarelli 
Eric Nelson - Nick Ponzio - Peter Van Nortwick

Contact: Transportation@co.monmouth.nj.us
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