
• Measures not acceptable as flood openings
• U p d a t e d  a s  p e r  F E M A  N F I P  Te c h n i c a l  B u l l e t i n  1 / M a r c h  2 0 2 0  

• Flood Vent Inspections With Every Home Sold
• Regulate Shaded X Zones
• Non-Engineered Opening Criteria 



Measures not acceptable as flood openings
T h e  r e c e n t l y  r e l e a s e d ,  M a r c h  2 0 2 0  v e r s i o n  o f  F E M A  N F I P  Te c h n i c a l  B u l l e t i n  1 ,  

h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  m e a s u r e s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  a s  f l o o d  o p e n i n g s

newly added



Flood Vent Inspections With Every Home Sold

C a p e  M a y ,  N J  O r d i n a n c e  – Pa g e  1 3

F l o o d  v e n t  i n s p e c t i o n s  w i t h  e v e r y  h o m e  s o l d  c a n  h e l p  t o  g e t  p r e - e x i s t i n g  
h o m e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  m e e t  c u r r e n t  s t a n d a r d s  u p  t o  c o d e .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n  i n  C a p e  M a y ,  a  f l o o d  v e n t  i n s p e c t i o n  i s  
t r i g g e r e d .  I f  t h e  h o u s e  f a i l s ,  C a p e  M a y  r e q u i r e s  a  r e t r o f i t  i n t o  c o m p l i a n c e .



Flood Vent Inspections With Every Home Sold

S e a  I s l e  C i t y ,  N J
N o n  C o n v e r s i o n  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  F l o o d  Ve n t  A f f i d a v i t



Regulated Shaded X Zones
H o u s t o n  O r d i n a n c e ,  C h a p t e r  1 9 ,  Pa g e s  5 5  - 5 6   

P e r c e n t a g e  o f  u n i n s u r e d  
h o m e s  t h a t  f l o o d e d :  
• H u r r i c a n e  I r m a :  8 0 %

• H u r r i c a n e  H a r v e y :  8 0 %
• H u r r i c a n e  M a r i a :  5 0 %

• H u r r i c a n e  M a t t h e w :  6 0 %



Criteria for Non-Engineered Vents
Inc lude language to  prevent  the use of  non-engineered 

openings that  wi l l  become obstructed wi th  debr is

H o u s t o n ,  C h a p t e r  2 9 ,  Pa g e  5 2 .  
C r i t e r i a  f o r  n o n - e n g i n e e r e d  o p e n i n g s :



Criteria for Non-Engineered 
Openings

ASCE 24-14 Reference

A S C E  2 4 - 1 4 ,  C 2 . 7 . 2 . 1 ,  Pa g e  4 5

“Any louvers, blades, screens and faceplates or 
other covers and devices should be selected or 

specified so as to minimize the likelihood of 
blockage by small debris and sediment. Where 

experience has shown that a particular device or 
type of device has been blocked or clogged by 
flood debris or sediment, use of such devices 

should be avoided.”


