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Our MissionOur Mission

The Friends of the Monmouth County Park System, Inc., 

is a member-based, 501(c)(3) charitable organization that 

provides financial support exclusively for Monmouth County 

Park System enhancements including: preserving historical 

and natural resources, providing recreational opportunities 

for underserved youth, and providing activities for 

individuals with disabilities within our community.

A message from our President Shannon Martiak:

The Friends of the Parks are thankful to all those who support us! 

We are thankful to James Truncer for dedicating his life to creating 
over 18,000 acres of parks and conservation areas and leaving an 
endowment to us for generations to come.

We are thankful to Joan Bruno for her assistance in acquiring a van 
for the Volunteer Gardening Team.

We are thankful to everyone who chose to honor their loved one’s 
memory by dedicating a bench in one of our beautiful parks.

We are thankful that your support allows us to support the Urban 
Recreation and Community Recreation Divisions with camp 
scholarships and afterschool programs.

We are thankful to the volunteers who give their precious time and 
energy to help maintain our parks and run programs and events.

Most of all, we, the Board of the Friends of the Parks, are thankful 
to YOU, our members and supporters, who make all these things 
and so many more possible!

Thank you!

Shannon Martiak, President2
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Families & Friends 
of the Parks  
Create Lasting Tributes  
to Loved Ones

Benches

$91,000

Fisherman’s Cove  
Conservation Area

•	 JoEllen Ashby in memory of 
Rich Pawlak

•	 Cheryl and Wayne Burke in 
memory of Dr. Edwina Burke

•	 Christopher Liedel and Nancy 
Liedel in memory of  
Ron T. Liedel

Hartshorne Woods Park
•	 Teri Vaccaro in memory of 

Dennis Andrew Vaccaro

Henry Hudson Trail
•	 Kathy & Bob Creutzburg in 

memory of Robert Creutzburg

•	 Suresh Anagani, Bhaskar 
Bachalakura, Srikanth 
Bhupathiraju, Narahari Eddula,  
Deepak Kannughatta, Anil 
Koninty, Kishore Kudipudi, 
Ram Kumar, Amit Lahoti, 
Nayeem Mohammed, Chinna 

Polinati, Jithendra Pydimarri, 
Chandra Siddavatam, 
Sureshkumar Sundaramurthi, 
Kanthi Tatineni, Hima Vegiraju, 
and Satya Yalla in memory of 
Ravi Vegiraju

Holmdel Park
•	 Joann Cohen in honor of 

Superdad
•	 Bhanu Patel in honor of peace 

in the body, mind, and spirit
•	 Gina Rahim in memory of  

Dillon A. Rahim
•	 Laura Tedesco in memory of 

Jason T. Bucks

Perrineville Lake Park
•	 Rich & Donna Morris, Michelle 

Nassib, Marjorie Nixon, Dawn 
Geiger, Darek Czarnecki, 
Danielle Don, Tracy Kraemer, 
Jennifer Duelfer, Joann 
Tascarella, Howard Mattson, 
Brittany Petrella, Shanah 
Bertone, Trish Miele, Irene 
Oches-Milne, Catherine 

Schwartz, and Alice 
Schoemann in memory of 
Debbie Meredith

Historic Portland Place
•	 Joan Bruno –  A gift from the 

Bruno family Michael, Leonia, 
and Josephine Joan

•	 Nadia John in memory of  
Robert M. John

•	 The Shaheen family in memory 
of Pat

Seven Presidents  
Oceanfront Park

•	 Honnie Shapiro & Emily Jackson 
celebrating 25 years together 
and counting

Shark River Park
•	 Kim D’Apolito in memory of 

Senior Park Manager  
Drew D’Apolito

Swimming River Park
•	 Jean & David Anderson in 

memory of Frances Holt
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•	 Margaret Ann Bogart in memory 
of Robert L. Bogart, Joseph V. 
& Emma A. Bogart, Barbara J. 
Bogart, and Jeffrey F. Bogart

•	 Patricia Citarella in memory of 
Anthony Citarella

•	 Polly & Stephen Chu in honor of 
peace, love, and joy for all

•	 Merrie Dellert in memory of 
John Dellert

•	 Isabel Pipercic, Middletown 
Soccer Club, and St. Mary’s 
Athletic Association in 
memory of Michael DeOliveira

Thompson Park
•	 Kathy O’Donnell in memory of 

Carol & Norman Weber
•	 Ramona Shih in memory of her 

parents

Turkey Swamp Park
•	 Ashley Ahr in memory of Nancy 

Crocitto
•	 Kim D’Apolito in memory of 

Senior Park Manager  
Drew D’Apolito

Partnerships

The Friends of the Parks is proud 
to be an approved 501(c)(3) non-
profit charitable organization that 
participates in the New Jersey 
Employees Charitable Campaign 
(NJECC). This program enables 
county and state employees to 
contribute to the Friends of the 
Parks through payroll deductions. 

Our organization also receives 
support from the Benevity 
Community Impact Fund 
and many other smaller 
establishments and individuals. 

In 2024, the Friends of the Parks 
received $10,509 in unrestricted 
contributions. 
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Special Projects  
and Distributions These highlighted contributions to the Monmouth County Park System totaled: 

$222,599.77

Carriage House at Historic Portland Place – $31,366.26
Funding for historic site improvements and enhancements is vital to keeping our local history alive. The Friends 
has committed to renovating the Carriage House at Historic Portland Place. As part of this agreement, the Friends 
contracted an architectural firm to provide an assessment of the Carriage House for adaptive use. Additional 
funding was provided to Historic Longstreet Farm for historic costumes and plaster repairs to the farmhouse. Plus, 
funding was provided to purchase artifacts and exhibit items for the Historic Racing Barn at Thompson Park.

Braille Trail – $21,000
In partnership with the Lions Club of Colts Neck, the Friends funded half of the design and fabrication of Braille 
Trail wayside exhibit panels and audio soundtrack costs for the Perimeter Trail at the Manasquan Reservoir. This 
endeavor is the first of its kind in Monmouth County.

Recreation Assistance - 
$11,631.66
The Friends of the Parks continued 
providing recreation assistance 
funding for camp scholarships, after-
school programs, and park excursions 
for the Urban Recreation Division and 
Community Recreation Division.
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JAMES J. TRUNCER

SETTING
the STANDARD
for

QUALITY

James J. Truncer. Booklet - $7,500
The Friends funded the research, editing, and 
publication of a booklet commemorating the 
legacy of late Monmouth County Park System 
Director James J. Truncer.

Monmouth County Park System Staff 
Support – $4,517.54
The Friends are also proud to provide support for 
advanced education, training seminars, travel expenses 
for Monmouth County Park System Staff, plus 
hospitality costs for visiting accreditation teams. 

Deep Cut Gardens - $2,052.21
The Friends purchased rose bushes, orchids, and koi 
food for Deep Cut Gardens.

Volunteer Corps 
teams - $775.94
Additional funding was 
provided for tools and 
refreshments for the 
volunteer corps teams.

Birding Team – $400
Held each year on the first Saturday in May during the Great Migration, the 
World Series of Birding is a 24-hour competition where over 100 teams 
compete to count as many bird species as possible. The Friends are proud 
to sponsor a birding team from the Monmouth County Park System for this 
important wildlife conservation event.
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Fundraising

Fundraising

$55,825

Super 50/50 Raffle at the  
Monmouth County Fair 
Each year, the Friends run the 
50/50 Raffle sales at the Monmouth 
County Fair. In 2024, the Friends 
of the Parks shared $16,700 with 
three lucky winners!

1st Place – Patricia P.
2nd Place – Donald K. 
3rd Place – Michael P.

Pickleball Tournament - 
$11,805  
The Friends hosted the 1st Annual 
Monmouth County Cup Pickleball 
Tournament on June 1 at Dorbrook 
Recreation Area. This all-day event 
brought 110 players to compete in 
a round robin tournament. 

Annual Golf Outing - 
$27,320
The Friends of the Parks Annual 
Golf Outing was held at Hominy 
Hill Golf Course. The outing 
began with a continental breakfast, 
followed by 18 holes of golf, and 
included a putting contest, games 
of skill, luncheon, prizes, and 
gift auctions. Thank you to our 
sponsors and golfers!
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Organization 

Support & Revenue

87%
10%

3%

 Monmouth County Parks 
 Events Revenue

 Investment Income/(Loss)

 Contributions

Organization Support & Revenue
Monmouth County Parks Events Revenue		  $    39,125 
Investment Income/(Loss)			   $ 106,743
Contributions			   $ 939,037 
Total Organization Support & Revenue		  $ 1,084,905

Organization

Expenses
 Fundraising Expenses

 Management & 
 General Expenses*

 Program Expenses** 88%7%

5%

Organization Expenses
Program Expenses	 $     521,684 
Management & General Expenses	 $      43,677 
Fund Raising Expenses	 $      27,936 
Total Organization Expenses	 $     593,297
Increase in Net Assets	 $    491,608 

* This includes operating expenses & the value of salaries and benefits.
**Program expenses include Timolat Barn, bench purchases, events and program fees. 9



Members, 
Donors and  
Sponsors 

The Friends of the Parks could not operate without 
the generous support of members, donors and 
sponsors. They allow us to fund special projects 
and programs that enhance the Monmouth County 
Park System and enrich the experience of the 
visitors to the parks. 

555,015
Estate of James J. Truncer

520,922 
Estate of Doris Scheuing

64,725.00
Joan Bruno

$25,000
Colts Neck Lions Club Foundation

$5,000 – $7,500
Anonymous
Brightview Senior Living
Woodhaven Lumber & Millwork, Inc.
Florence Timolat Short

$2,500 – $4,999
Ashley Ahr
Jean & David Anderson
JoEllen Ashby
Margaret Ann Bogart
Christopher & Pam Brett
Joan Bruno
Cheryl Burke
Polly & Stephen Chu
Patricia Citarella
Joann Cohen
Complete Security Systems, Inc.
JM Huber Corp
Merrie Dellert
Nadia John
Cat & Bob Niederer
Kathy O’Donnell
Bhanu Patel
Gina Rahim Gina

The Shaheen Family
Honnie Shapiro
Ramona Shih 
Laura Tedesco
Teri Vaccaro

$900 – $2,499
Allied Fire
At Home Recreation, LCC
Beekman Law Firm, LLC
Roland Campbell
Dane Couch
Gail Cullen
Kim D’Apolito
Karen Dunbar
Kenny Dushku
Food Circus Supermarkets, Inc.
Erica Gross
Susan Harter
Gail Hunton
Immediate Care Walk-In  
Management, LLC

David Isaac
Nicholas Jalowsk
Adam Kazalski
Tara Kelly
Locked and Loaded Trailers
Michael Malin
Manasquan Bank
Jim Maywalt
Christopher Meikle
Catherine Merker
Middletown Soccer Club
Monmouth County Police  
Chiefs Assoc.

Monmouth Medical Center
Monoprise, Inc.
Donna & Rich Morris
Alan Ozdamar

David Puchalski
QuickChek
Saker ShopRites, Inc.
Chad Schorr
Jim Sias
Donny Sousa
St. Mary’s Athletic Assoc.
Douglas Sterner
John & Mary Tassini 
Howard Trager
Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC
Troop 79
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
World Subaru 

$500 – $899
3rdBaseRealEstate.com
Werner Aehlich
Brightview Senior Living
Amanda Brockwell
Kathy & Bob Creutzburg
Angela Knox
Patricia Locke
M.M. Markiewicz
OceanFirst Bank
Steven Padula
John Purdy
Ulrich Rudow
Chandra Siddavatam

$250 – $499
Automated Building Controls, Inc.
Joseph Azzolina, Jr. 
Booskerdoo Coffee, LLC
Emma Campbell
Paul Ciesmelewski
County Commissioner Tom Arnone 
Loma & Jim Gault
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Gerber Salon
Eve Hershkowitz
David Horsnall
Jersey Shore Running Club, Inc.
Kane Brewing
Susan & Joe Kyrillos
Pamela Leitman
Nancy Liedel
Paul & Lori Linskey
Glen Mead
Mariann Musella
Cynthia Mussinan
Oh-Ryan, Inc.
Andrew Polnyj
Denise Ridoux
Alicia & Bill Robertson

$100 – $249
Diane Anthony
Richard Arway
Eliza Baird
Judy Baxter
Bay Point Electrical Contractors, LLC
William Beattie
Christine Bremseth
Dean Brown
Thomas Bruno
George Burdge, III
Recreation Commissioner  
Patricia M. Butch

Pamela Carlsen
Patricia & Joseph Cather
Central Jersey Beekeepers Assoc.
Chung & Esther Chang
Andrew Choma
Gerald Clearwater
Beth Cobert
Kathryn Burns Collins
Ellen & Mark Conroy

Jean Nelson-Crosby
Cutter’s Cove
George Dallavalle
Hon. John D’Amico, Jr.
Donna & John Dawes
Kannughatta Deepak
Rebecca Dorn
Betsy & Joe Dueñas
Nancy Endresen
Virginia & Brian Falconer
Rich Friesenhahn
Joyce & Lou Friedersdorff
Sofia & Martin Frumkin
Richard & Judy Fuller
Mary Furiato
Marin Gibson & Raymond Martinez
Bruce & Judy Gollnick
Joan Gotti & Kevin McGettigan
Faith Hahn
Recreation Commissioner  
Michael G. Harmon

Recreation Commissioner  
Thomas E. Hennessy, Jr.

Joyce & Jim Henry
John Hendrick
Hon. C. Henricks & Hon. V. Zbrzezna
Christine Hoover
Alisa Horner
Doris Irwin
Chan & Christine Irwin
Janssen Scientific Affairs, LLC
Niels M. Johnsen
Mr. Martin Judd
Kenney, Gross & Kovats LLP
Michael Langan
Christopher Liedel
Michael Losch
Mr. John F. Lucas
Ann Marie & Mike Mantz

Shannon & Janice Martiak
George Maraza
Robert Markow
Janice Mason
Bradley & Barbara Massam
Frank Mauro
Alice McCaddin
Linda & Bill McDonald
Susan Petix-McNeeley
Patricia Mehlem
Patricia & George Merrill
Aida & Brian Murphy
Shirley & Bob Neff
NJ County Planners Association
NJNG
Teri O’Connor
Daniel O’Connell
Deborah Palumbo
Charles Parr
Dr. & Mrs. Paul A. Peduto
Marci Perri
Karin & David Poorvin
Michele Prusak
Ellen Rabbat
Betty & Randy Rauscher
Ronald Reisner
Denise & Joe Reynolds
Pat Richter
Merry Rowland
Mike Sack
Ellen & Leo Sadovy
Lois Salerno
Thomas Sannelli
Steven Schuler
Cynthia & Geary Seeley
Tim & Betsy Shaheen
Frank Sharkey
Michael Sack & Sandi Sherr

...cotinued next page 11



. . . Donors and  
Sponsors Continued

Cassandra Simmel & Tony Mocenigo 
& Zoe

Nancy & Lee Stab
Marilyn Staron
Stop & Shop
Owen & Nancy Su
Regina & David Surdam
Debbie & Frank Tamburello
Upper Freehold Republican  
County Committee

Felicia & Joel Vargas
John Wagstaff
Mrs. Lenora Jeanne Walker
Judee & Tom Watson
Gail & Ed Westhoven
Kathleen & Spence Wickham
Joyce V. Wingerter

Up to $100
Recreation Commissioner  
Thomas Adcock

Becky Albrecht
Sharon Amann
Karen Anderson
Virginia & Steven Balzarini
Jane & Michael Barra
Lois Beccarelli
Connie Beggs
Courtney Bison
Wanda Bolam
Jane Boresen
Nancy & Martin Brilliant

Eleanor Brossoie
Carol Brower
Dr. Valerie Brown
Marijane Bruncati
Margaret & Lawrence Burns
Mary & Charles Byrne
Nancy Cagliostro & Don Dudley
Malcolm Carton
Joan Cavanaugh
Lisa & Michael Ching
Rhoda & Manny Chodosh
The Clifton Family
Heather K. Colella
Rosemary & William Collopy
Macy & Dave Compton
Thomas Curtis & Barbara Nevius
Pam Curchin
Recreation Commissioner  
Lori Ann Davidson

Sue Dimoia
County Commissioner Nick DiRocco
Christine Donohue
Tina Earley
Barbara Eckert
Donna Edwards
Carol & Peter Egan
Melanie & Gregory Elmiger
Larry & Barbara Erera
Donald & Susan Faistl
Audrey Falzo
Paige Ferguson
Vice Chairman Anthony Fiore

Recreation Commissioner Brian Foster
Harden W. Fowler
Dana Freiburg
John & Judy Fritts
Bernice C. Gangaware
Caroline, Sean & Kathleen Garner
Carol A. Giegerich
Lillian & John Giordano
Linda & Gary Grasmann
Susan Greenberg
Carin & Solomon Greenspan
Pamela Harris
Eleanor & Paul Hart
David & Irene Hauge
Sarah Hayes & Dan Goldstein
Vivian & George Henn
Bob & Susan Henschel
Amanda H. Hintelmann
Barry Jablonski
William & Patricia Jaeger
Ms. Cathy Johnston
Donald Jones
Christina Katz
Kathy Kelsey
Tania Kimche
Mary Kirwan
Suzanne Klinger
Donna Kociela
Larry Lagan
Maureen & David Leach
Betty Leong
Dan Levine
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John & Barbara Lewis
Marlene Lindhardt
Bill & Maryrose Little
Lois E. Lyons
Walter MacGowan, Jr.
Barbara Malejki
Susan Malmi
Chairman Kevin Mandeville
Kathy Mannes
Ralph Maratea
Jim Markey
Patrice J. McCoy
Thomas McConville
Arnold & Ernestine McCormick
Robert C. McGirr
Frida McLaughlin
Barbara & Patrick McMorrow
Jane Meggitt
Carolyn Millevoi
Bob Moe
Nancy Mohl
Marsha Montgomery
Doris Moraller
Rich Mosca
Sandy & Nes Mulheren
Mary L. Munn
Eugene & Karen Murray
Eileen Murphy
Patricia Murphy
Julia Ann Nagy
Navesink Maritime Heritage 
Association

Hon. Edward Neafsey
Nancy Niles
Dana Ninivaggi
Matthew Nolan
Susan Andriulli & Joseph Norton
John & Peg O’Connor
Gail Carton O’Connell
Michael O’Farrell
Paul J. Panepinto
Dina & Argo Parrello
Joey Parsons
Jim & Judith Patten
Violeta Peters
Marianna Piazza
Laura Poll
Stewart & Lauren Prince
Peggy Pryor
Ellen & Greg Quirk
David & Karen Rajala
Betty & Bob Randall
Harold Rapp
Kristie Reilly
Margo Reynolds
Catherine Rispoli
Paul Roman
Peggy Ross
Mary Rosell
Edwin Roswell, III
Kathy & Fred Rummel
Dr. & Mrs. John W. Ryan
Dr. Marianne Sahar
Doris & Raymond Savacool

Michael Schneider
Diane Seeley
Willa Seldon
Carol Slocum
Mary Jane Smith
Michelle & Andrew Spears
Joyce Stapleton
Regina Stefany
Patricia M. Sullivan
Elizabeth & Alexandra Sweeney
Brent Tolen
Rosemary Tunnicliffe
William Turner
Nan Twachtman
Maureen & Tom Unsinn
Trudy Van Hemmen
Scott & Georgea von Lutcken
Kathleen Walker
Joan Wetherell
Mariann White
Shari Wishengrad
Maria & Michael Wojciechowski
Pat Wojciechowski
Allison & David Wrede
Jose Wright
Cathy Yeung
Marie Zieger
Dorothy Zimms
Mr. Clifford Zink

Our office has made every effort to include the names of all donors. If your name is not listed, or is listed incorrectly, 
please accept our apology and notify us at 732-842-4000, ext. 4330 so, a correction can be made.

- Thank you. 13
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Monmouth County Park Locations
PARKS/HISTORIC SITES
Baysholm Tract†, Burlington Road, Freehold 
Bayshore Waterfront Park, Port Monmouth Road, Port Monmouth 
Big Brook Park*, Route 520, Marlboro
Clayton Park*, Emley’s Hill Road, Upper Freehold
Crosswicks Creek Greenway*, Upper Freehold
DeBois Creek Recreation Area†, Highway 33, Freehold
Deep Cut Gardens, Red Hill Road, Middletown
Dorbrook Recreation Area, Route 537, Colts Neck
East Freehold Showgrounds, Kozloski Road, Freehold
Fisherman’s Cove Conservation Area*, Third Avenue, Manasquan
Fort Monmouth Recreation Area, Corregidor Road, Tinton Falls
Freneau Woods Park†, Marlboro & Aberdeen
Hartshorne Woods Park, Navesink Avenue, Locust
Henry Hudson Trail, Highlands to Aberdeen to Freehold
Holmdel Park, Longstreet Road, Holmdel
Huber Woods Park, Browns Dock Road, Locust
Historic Longstreet Farm, Longstreet Road, Holmdel
Manasquan Reservoir, Windeler Road, Howell

Manasquan River Greenway*, Freehold to Howell
Metedeconk River Greenway†, Freehold to Howell
Monmouth Cove Marina, Port Monmouth Road, Port Monmouth
Mount Mitchill Scenic Overlook, Ocean Boulevard,  Atlantic High-
lands
Perrineville Lake Park*, Sweetmans Lane, Millstone
Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park, Ocean Avenue, Long Branch
Shark River Park, Schoolhouse Road, Neptune
Sunnyside Equestrian Center, Middletown-Lincroft Road, Lincroft
Swimming River Park, West Front Street, Middletown
Tatum Park, Red Hill Road, Middletown
Thompson Park, Newman Springs Road, Lincroft
Turkey Swamp Park, Georgia Road, Freehold
Union Transportation Trail*, Upper Freehold
Historic Walnford, Walnford Road, Upper Freehold
Weltz Park*, West Park Avenue, Ocean 
Wickatunk Recreation Area†, Rt. 79, Marlboro
Wolf Hill Recreation Area, Eatontown Boulevard, Oceanport
Yellow Brook Tract†, Highway 33, Howell

GOLF COURSES 
Bel-Aire Golf Course, Allaire Road, Wall

Charleston Springs Golf Course, Smithburg Road, Millstone

Hominy Hill Golf Course, Mercer Road, Colts Neck

Howell Park Golf Course, Preventorium Road, Howell

Pine Brook Golf Course, Covered Bridge Boulevard, Manalapan

Shark River Golf Course, Old Corlies Avenue, Neptune

* Monmouth County Park System sites that are partially developed for use and offer limited facilities (parking lot, trails, portable toilets, etc.) at this time. 
† Monmouth County Park System sites that are undeveloped for use and offer no facilities (parking lot, trails, restrooms, etc.) at this time. 

WWW.MONMOUTHCOUNTYPARKS.COM

For additional information, please contact
Maria Wojciechowski at

Friends of the Parks 
PO Box 686 
Lincroft, New Jersey 07738

Email: Maria.Wojciechowski@co.monmouth.nj.us

Tel: 732-842-4000, ext. 4330

Or visit us on the web at:  
friendsofmonmouthcountyparks.org
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FRIENDS of the
Monmouth County
Park System, Inc.

P.O. Box 686
Lincroft, NJ 07738-0686
732-975-9735
FriendsOfMonmouthCountyParks.org
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