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Project Title
Thompson Park Sculpture Garden Submissions

Introduction

The Monmouth County Park System invites artists to submit a proposal for a self-standing outdoor sculpture
for purchase and installation in the Thompson Park Sculpture Garden adjacent to the Creative Arts Center. The
Sculpture Garden is currently in the design stage with an estimated completion of summer 2026.

Deadline for submissions is November 3, 2025.

Submission and Inquiries
Please direct all questions in writing, by mail, email, or fax:

Monmouth County Park System

Creative Arts Center

805 Newman Springs Road, Lincroft, NJ 07738
Attn: Christina Carlson
CreativeArts@co.monmouth.nj.us
732-842-4000, ext. 3343

Project Description

The Thompson Park Sculpture Garden is being planned for the grounds of the Creative Arts Center within
Thompson Park, a nearly 700-acre bucolic park managed by the Monmouth County Park System. Thompson Park
is a former equestrian estate replete with a complex of barns and horse stables that are being adaptively reused

to serve the public and the Park System. The Creative Arts Center is housed in a renovated dairy barn, and offers
a range of studio art classes, gallery exhibits, and a popular arts festival. The facility is bordered by open fields,
meadows, and a trail system.

The sculpture garden is the first in the Park System and will be open to the public throughout the year during park
hours of operation (365 days). Thompson Park receives an annual visitation of 788,907.

Our goal is to cultivate connections between art and nature through outdoor sculpture that is available free of
charge to people of all abilities, ages, and backgrounds, particularly those with limited access to art.

This initiative will enhance pivotal areas on the grounds surrounding the Creative Arts Center Gallery. They will
become more vibrant public spaces for the community to gather and foster an appreciation for meaningful artwork.

Theme

“Art Inspired by Nature”
We are looking for work that depicts how nature influences art and can enhance natural surroundings.

Guidelines
» Works must be suitable for outdoor installation.
« Must be capable of withstanding adverse weather conditions
(high winds, below zero temperatures, snow and rainstorms, intense heat).
« Must be able to withstand high pedestrian traffic.
« Must be safe for public interaction.
« Must require minimal conservation and maintenance.
o Sculpture must be completely ready for installation.
o Artists or their representative must be present during installation.



Proposal Requirements
A written description of proposed artwork, including title, medium, dimensions (height x width x depth),

weight, installation method and anchoring procedure. Sculpture should not be over 14 feet in height or exceed
6 feet in width.

« If proposing existing work: images of artwork; include reference to human scale.

o If proposing a new work: working drawings or photograph of maquette to scale, and estimated
date of completion.

o Cost of sculpture including installation budget and timeframe.

« Six images that illustrate the work from all vantage points.

o The proposed sculpture should highlight the theme and enhance the surrounding area.

« Proposed sculpture should be approachable.

o Artist’s statement and resume.

Selection Process
A departmental panel will review proposals. Issues of particular concern will include safety and durability of the
artwork, and its suitability and appropriateness to the site, and price point. Following the approval of a proposal,
a license agreement is issued to the artist. The committee reserves the right to decide what it believes is in the
best interest of the project. The panel reserves the right to accept or refuse any offers. There is no guarantee that a
selection will be made.

Deadline for submissions is November 3, 2025.
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