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2015 HIGHLIGHTS:
A YEAR FOR THE SEASONS

Since weather governs so much of what we do, we watch it closely and 2015 was a memorable year for both temperature 
and precipitation. A booming winter with plenty of snow was followed by a slow thaw to spring (with some damage to the 
golf greens). But a busy summer and outstanding fall more than made up for the late start. 

One of our most important annual measurements of success—attendance—was up 11% in 2015 (p. 6), revenue increased 
by 7% (p. 11), and 382 new acres of parkland were preserved (p. 7). Also, the Park System opened five new or improved  
recreation facilities, and offered one new winter golf tournament and three new, large-scale special events (pp. 3-4).  
We invite you to review all the Park System accomplishments, land acquisitions and attendance statistics, as well as the 
financial report for 2015 on the following pages. Then, come out and visit one or all of the county parks in person.  
They are yours to discover throughout the seasons, open every day of the year.
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WINTER &
SPRING

The year began with two, brand new cold-weather special 
events. Temperatures for Thompson Park’s first WinterFest 
were truly ‘arctic,’ yet thousands attended this inaugural  
celebration. Conditions for Shark River’s first Polar Golf  
Tournament were milder, but still presented novel  
challenges. The generous snowstorms that followed  
solidified the popularity of cross-country ski and  
snowshoe rentals, and the ongoing cold ensured many 
good days for ice fishing and skating, and sledding.
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While the cold lingered and spring got off to a slow start, 
the Park System celebrated two historic site improvements 
and hosted another new event. A 120-ton, WWII-era gun 
barrel from the Battleship New Jersey was transported 
from Virginia to Battery Lewis at Hartshorne Woods Park, 
to become part of the newly-established Navesink Military 
Reservation. Renovations were completed on the elegant 
Holland Activity Center in Tatum Park and this historic 
farmhouse re-opened for programs and rentals. Thompson 
Park hosted its first, two-day Creative Arts & Music Festival 
to celebrate local artisans. 

Polar Bear Golf Tournament

Creative Arts & Music Festival

WWII-era Gun Barrel for Battery Lewis

WinterFest



SUMMER &
FALL
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The beaches were busy, park attendance was up across  
the county, and good weather helped our newest waterfront 
adventures gain traction: the Ultimate Frisbee Tournament at 
Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park, Tidal Tuesdays at  
Fisherman’s Cove Conservation Area and the launch of the 
Wind & Sea Festival at Bayshore Waterfront Park were all 
a success. We welcomed completion of the extended 495 
ft. fishing pier at Bayshore Waterfront Park, a new 
boat launch and fishing facility at Swimming River 
Park (formerly Chris’ Marina), a new Disc Golf Course 
at Wolf Hill Recreation Area, and our second FootGolf 
Course at Pine Brook (18 holes). 

Autumn was unseasonably warm with mild weather that lasted through the holidays.  
Runners, anglers, golfers and other outdoor enthusiasts enjoyed an extended season for 
activity and exercise. As the year drew to a close, the completely redesigned SkatePlex 
opened at Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park in Long Branch to much fan-fare. 

Wind & Sea Festival

Skateplex Renovation

Disc Golf Course

Ultimate Frisbee Tournament



2015 FACILITY
IMPROVEMENTS

Howell Park Golf Course–New Bridges  
Last winter, a team of bridge specialists removed six original bridges dating 
back to the1970s and constructed new ones. The bridges cross tributaries 
of the Timber Swamp Brook, which also provides irrigation for the course. 

Dorbrook Recreation Area–Tennis Court/Rink Resurfacing 
This park celebrated its 30th anniversary this year, so it’s not surprising the 
heavily used tennis courts and hockey rink needed a touch-up.  

Thompson Park–Pond Dredging 
Two man-made ponds that had filled in over time along Route 520 and 
the Maintenance Rd. were dredged to restore water quality and establish a 
healthy wildlife habitat. 

Holmdel Park–Forest Edge Parking Area Renovations 
Attendance at this busy park is well over one million visits per year; so  
the roads, parking lots and sidewalks that help people get in and around 
are more important than ever. 

Deep Cut Gardens–Maintenance Barn  
A larger, more accessible storage space was installed to help staff keep the 
manicured fields and gardens of this park looking beautiful. 



2015 COUNTY PARK
VISITATION

TOTAL PARK VISITS IN 2015

6,767,577
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2015
LAND ACQUISITION

The Park System acquired 11 acres of prime waterfront property in Middletown with the purchase of Chris’ Landing Marina, now 
part of Swimming River Park. Another 122 acres for the newly established Freneau Woods in Aberdeen/Marlboro helped it grow 
that park substantially, while 165 acres at Crosswicks Creek and 17 acres at Big Brook filled missing parcels within existing parks.  
In total, 382 acres of land were added to 13 park properties in 2015.

The Park System now owns/manages 16,557 acres of open space at 43 sites in Monmouth County. Another 2,792 acres are  
protected by easement (NOT shown on map). The county’s total open space inventory is now 19,349 acres.  

Bayshore Waterfront Park

Big Brook Park
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Crosswicks Creek Park

Freneau Woods Park

Holmdel Park

Manasquan Reservoir

Manasquan River Greenway

Metedeconk River Greenway

Perrineville Lake Park

Shark River Park

Swimming River Park

Turkey Swamp Park
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TOTAL

NEW PARK ACRES

PARK PROPERTIES & ACREAGE IN 2015

Total Acres Owned and/or Managed By The Park System
Easements
TOTAL ACRES

16,557(a)

2,792(b)

19,349

Mount Mitchill Scenic Overlook	 12
Perrineville Lake Park	 1,168
Pine Brook Golf Course	 61
Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park	 38
Shark River Golf Course	 176
Shark River Park	 988
Sunnyside Recreation Area	 136
Swimming River Park & Greenway	 16
Tatum Park	 366
Thompson Park	 667
Turkey Swamp Park	 2,263
Union Transportation Trail (UTT)	 44 
Weltz Park	 169
Wolf Hill Recreation Area	 92
Undeveloped Sites
Baysholm Tract	 71
Deep Run Recreation Area	 71
DeBois Creek Recreation Area	 165
Metedeconk River Greenway	 423
Yellow Brook Tract	 369

Bayshore Waterfront Park	 228
Bel-Aire Golf Course	 114
Big Brook Park	 432
Charleston Springs Golf Course	 781
Clayton Park	 443
Crosswicks Creek Park	 2,158
Deep Cut Gardens	 54
Dorbrook Recreation Area	 535
Durand Tract (leased to Freehold Twp.)	 94
East Freehold Showgrounds	 81
Fisherman’s Cove Conservation Area	 55
Fort Monmouth Recreation Area	 6
Freneau Woods Park	 155
Hartshorne Woods Park	 794
Henry Hudson Trail (HHT)	 111
Historic Longstreet Farm	 9
Historic Walnford	 36
Holmdel Park	 566
Hominy Hill Golf Course	 262
Howell Park Golf Course	 311
Huber Woods Park	 375
Manasquan Reservoir	 1,208 
Manasquan River Greenway	 443
Monmouth Cove Marina	 11

382
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(a) This number includes 1,052 acres at the Manasquan Reservoir owned by the NJ Water 
Supply Authority and leased to the Park System for perpetual use, 83 acres of the HHT 
owned by the county and leased to the Park System; and 6 acres at Fort Monmouth 
leased to the Park System from the US Army through the Fort Monmouth Economical 
Revitalization Authority (FMERA).

(b) This number includes 103 acres of HHT under 20 year lease from NJ Transit as an  
easement, 64 acres of UTT under permanent easement from JCP&L as a right of way, and 
36 acres of Big Brook Park which remain under easement after also being transferred into 
permanently owned parkland. 
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2015
PARK PARTNERS

100+ HOURS40-99 HOURS

 
In 2015, 1,175 volunteers spent 26,535 hours working in the parks. Sunnyside Equestrian Center remains the 
largest dedicated volunteer area, but volunteers also logged significant hours as front desk staff (docents) and 
helping out at special events, programs and camps.  In addition to all their regular clean-up and maintenance duties, 
Garden/Pruning Team volunteers are also now trained to help manage the growing number of invasive species. 
Here are the dedicated groups and individuals (>40 hours) who gave their time in 2015.

Werner Aehlich 
Andrew Antoniolli 
Patricia Bernstein 
Laura K. Boyle 
Christine Bremseth 
James Breslin 
Janet L. Breslin 
Mary Byrne 
Stephanie Camp 
Elizabeth M. Clarke 
Darlene A. DeBarba 
Louise DelCollo 
Theresa A. Dill 
Harvey Evans 
Barbara A. Finazzo 
Harden Fowler 
Kathleen M. Freeman 
Ruth Gariepy 
Loma L. Gault 
James R. Gault 
Jonela R. Grimaldi 
Erin M. Gross 
Rebecca Gwinnell 
Kerry Hennessy 
James Henry 
Amanda Hintelmann 
Danielle Nicole Kaden 
Amelia E. Lautenberg 
Linda Lawton 
Gerry Lingner 
Lois Lyons 
Katrina E. Mavrode 
Richard B. Merker 
Catherine Merker 
Barry I. Miller 
Eileen Murphy 
Leslie Neiman 
Frank Nofi 
Paul C. O’Horo 
Alex Osnato 
Morgan E. Plosica 
Linda A. Rovder 
Walter Salzmann 
Thomas D. Scully 
Christie E. Swanson 
Eleanor C. Swanson 
Nicole S. Thornton 
Margo Thornton 
Kassandra Uribazo 
Barbara A. Venanzini 
Gerald A. Vernon, Jr. 
Elaine M. Weigl 
Nicholas A. West 
Kyle P. Wicklund

Alice McCaddin 
Alison Hamilton 
Alyssa R. Austin 
Ann K. Tvaroha 
Anna-Marie Van Brunt 
Anne M. Caruso 
April C. Qin 
Arthur J. Lackner 
Ashley Sousa 
Barbara Duggan 
Barbara L. Trouwborst 
Barry Fulmer 
Bob Hutzel 
Brea E. Saunders 
Brianna M. Delmar 
Bridget M. Connolly 
Brooke D. Lichter 
Caitlin Delaney 
Carol D. Fornwald 
Cheryl Fulmer 
Christina E. Sundt 
Christine Yovnello 
Daniel H. Lingelbach 
Daniel L. Tutler 
Daniela Rodriguez-Luna 
David Nass 
Dawn Johnson 
Deborah A. Palumbo 
Deborah C. Osepchuk 
Denise Bixby 
Denise M. Day 
Diana-Lee Salerno 
Donald R. Van Buren 
Donna C. Hansen 
Elaine A. McColgan 
Elizabeth G. Lilleston 
Elizabeth Scharmann 
Ellen B. Terry 
Ellen Simonetti 
Elyse C. Spinelli 
Ethan P. Bateman 
Gail B. Tewell 
Harmon Willey 
Jacqueline Bikker 
James Church 
Janice Mundy 
Jeanette Lingelbach 
Joan Berg 
Joanna R. D’Avelle 
Jodee L. Anderson 
John R. Fenton 
Joy E. Malysko 
Joyce Henry 
Judy Curry-Phipps 

Judy Hands 
Julie R. Alter 
Katherine Wojciechowski 
Kathleen Culver 
Kathleen J. Evans 
Kathleen M. Harbort 
Kim W. McCracken 
Kristen M. Kircher 
Lauren A. Nickerson 
Lawrence E. Anderson 
Liz Hespe 
Margaret T. Swan 
Maria S. Sgroi 
Marlis Schlegel-Steadman 
Marvin Britten 
Maury Mangan 
Meghan L. Royle 
Meryl A. Russell 
Michaela Tovar 
Nadide F. Karacay 
Nancy Endresen 
Nicholas James Alexander 
Nina Casola 
Nora E. Thomson 
Paige F. Biebel 
Patrice McCoy 
Patricia A. Leo 
Patricia A. Thul 
Patricia K. Sherwood 
Patricia M. Hauser 
Patricia R. Schoenfelder 
Phoebe L. Li 
Radhamani Dayanidhi 
Ravi Srinivasan 
Raymond D. Gonzalez 
Regina M. Sieben 
Robert E. Moe 
Roberta Kilduff 
Samara J. Kaplan 
Sandra Wolfe 
Sandy Burn 
Sara Y. Bonardi 
Shannon G. Gorman 
Sharon L. McCormick 
Sherry A. Kosberg 
Thomas J. Puskar 
William Murphy



Monmouth Conservation Foundation, founded in 1977 by  
Michael Huber and Judith Stanley-Coleman as an accredited 
land trust, has directly preserved more than 6,500 acres of 
open space and farmland in Monmouth County. MCF also 
plays a crucial role in acquiring new parkland, assisting with 
140 new acres in Middletown, Aberdeen, Upper Freehold, and 
Asbury Park in 2015. As a partner in the NJ Keep It Green 
campaign, MCF advocated for a permanent and stable source 
of funding for open space. Voters approved the measure in 
November 2014, and work continued through 2015 to ensure 
the voters’ wishes are carried out. 

www.monmouthconservation.org 

Apple Inc. 
Asbury Park Free Play 
Boy Scouts Troop 109 
Calvary Chapel Old Bridge 
Chapel Hill Hoofbeats 
Cub Scout Pack 141 
Deep Cut Bonsai Society 
Eagle Scout, BSA Troop 22 
iCIMS 
Life Covenant Church 
L’Oreal 
Monmouth County Audubon Society 
Morgan Stanley 
Navesink Swimming River Group 
Ogilvy Commonhealth Worldwide 
Rutgers Master Gardeners 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Monmouth County 
Vonage 
Whale Pond Brook Watershed Association 
Water Watch 
YMCA

This non-profit, founded in 1991, provides fundraising for 
park enhancements, special projects and programs. Highlights 
for 2015 include research for a new exhibit to interpret the 
military history of Battery Lewis in Hartshorne Woods Park 
(now listed on the National Register of Historic Places); 
course equipment for a new Disc Golf Course at Wolf Hill; 
special activities and outings for volunteers, urban youth and 
young adults with disabilities; and funding for historic attire 
and artifacts at Historic Walnford and Longstreet Farm. 

www.friendsofmonmouthcountyparks.com

PARK PARTNERS
SCHOOL GROUPS COMMUNITY GROUPS

Academy of Allied Health & Science 
Allentown High School 
Allenwood Elementary School 
Allied Health 
Allied Health & Science, YMCA Civic Engagement 
Barkalow Middle School 
Bayshore Middle School 
Biotech High School 
Brookdale Community College 
Catena Elementary 
Christian Brothers Academy 
Clonlara School 
Colts Neck High School 
Communications High School 
Forrestdale Middle School 
Frank Antonides School 
Freehold High School 
Georgian Court University 
High Technology High School 
Holmdel High School 
Holmdel Satz 
Howell High School 
Hudson Falls High School 
Indian Hill Elementary School 
J.R. Bolger Middle School 
La Salle University 
Long Branch High School 
Manalapan High School 
Manasquan High School 
Maple Place Middle School 
Marine Academy of Science & Technology 
Marlboro High School 
Marlboro High School LEO Club 
Marlboro Memorial Middle School 
Marine Academy of Science & Technology 
Master Gardeners Monmouth Co 
Matawan Aberdeen Regional High School 
Mater Dei Prep 
Middletown High School North Key Club 
Middlesex County Vocational Tech High School 
Middletown High School North 
Middletown High School South 
Monmouth Reform Temple 
Monmouth Regional High School 
Monmouth University 
Monroe Township High School 
Mount Saint Mary Academy 
Northern Burlington High School 
Ocean Township High School 
Old Bridge High School 
Ranney School 
Raritan High  School 
Red Bank Catholic HS 
Red Bank Regional High School 
Richard Stockton College of NJ 
Robbinsville High School 
Rumson Fair Haven Reg High School 
Rutgers University 
Saint Catherine’s Spring Lake 
Saint John Vianney 

Satz School 
St. Leo the Great 
St. Rose High School 
Stone Bridge Middle School 
SUNY Binghamton 
The Pennsylvania State University 
Thompson Middle School 
Thorne Middle School 
Trinity Hall 
Tinton Falls Middle School 
Union High School 
W.R. Satz Middle School, Holmdel 
Wall High School

Special People United to Ride (SPUR) is a non-profit  
organization that supports therapeutic horseback riding and  
equestrian programs at Sunnyside Equestrian Center in  
Lincroft. In 2015, the number of riders and participants  
increased by more than 40% due to very successful  
community outreach efforts with school groups, veteran’s 
groups, disability advocates and positive media coverage.  
Stable Beginnings and other equestrian learning programs 
tailored to school-age children also flourished. 

www.spuronline.org 10



2015
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(unaudited)

Combined Statement of Revenue, Expenses and Fund Balances
For Year Ending December 31, 2015
											           Cash 
						      Totals		  General	 Trust		  Donations 
BEGINNING FUND BALANCE		  $11,806,210		  $	 $11,588,737		  $217,473 

INCOME 
County Appropriation 
			  Salaries/Wages			   16,695,380		  16,695,380	  
			  Other Expense Approp.		  1,852,486		  1,852,486	  
Revenue 
			  Donations			   8,447					     8,447 
			  Golf Courses			   9,750,862		  5,949,771	 3,801,091 
		  Parks				    2,613,190		  1,587,394	 1,025,796 
		  Monmouth Cove Marina		  1,021,221			   1,021,221 
			  Visitor Services			   3,134,087			   3,134,087 
		  Open Space Tax			  4,159,335 

TOTAL INCOME	 			   $39,235,008		  $26,085,031	 $8,982,195		  $8,447 

EXPENDITURES 
	 Personnel				    18,927,079		  17,024,315	 1,902,764 
	 Operations				    7,480,246		  1,059,956	 6,331,611		  88,679 

	 General Revenue Returned to Treasurer 
		  Golf Courses			   5,912,774		  5,912,774 
		  Parks				    1,624,391	  	 1,624,391 
		  Open Space Tax	(a)		  4,159,335 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES			   $38,103,825		  $25,621,436	 $8,234,375		  $88,679 

Excess (Deficit) in Revenues			   1,131,182		  463,595	 747,819		  -80,232
 
ENDING FUND BALANCE			   $12,937,392		  $463,595	 $12,336,556		  $137,241 

Capital Cash & Open Space Expenditures:(b) 
	 Site Improvements					     $9,374,016				  
	 Land Acquisition						     $21,788,191 
	 Line Item Capital - Equipment 	(additional & replacement)		 $1,931,167 

						      Total		  $33,093,374

Note: 
(a)Open Space Preservation Tax Offsets maintenance personnel and other expense appropriation 
(b)Not included in above statement of expenditures 

Capital items listed are not amortized  
Appropriation does not include salary adjustments, fringe benefits, insurance, and legal services
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2015 MCPS REVENUE

County Appropriation 
$18,547,866 
46%

Golf Courses 
$9,750,862 
25%

Donations 
$8,447 
0%

Parks 
$2,613,190 
7%

Monmouth Cove Marina 
$1,021,221 
3%

Visitor Services 
$3,134,087 
8%

Open Space Preservation Tax 
$4,159,335 
11%

Open Space Preservation Tax 
$4,159,335 

11%

Personnel 
$18,927,079 
49%

General Revenue Returned to Treasurer 
$7,537,165 

20%

Operations (supplies, utilities, services, contracts, etc.) 
$7,480,246 

20%

BY SOURCE $39,235,008

$38,103,825 (excluding capital)

THE COUNTY BUDGET DOLLAR
$488,000,000

2015 MCPS EXPENDITURES

Human Services and  
Health Functions  

21%Code Enforcement  
Administration 

0%
Public Works Functions 

6%

Federal and  
State Grants 

2%

General Government Functions 
6%

Insurance 
13%

Capital  
Improvements 

0%

Statutory Expenditures 
7%

Land Use 
 Administration 

0%

Public Safety Functions 
20%

Contingent 
0%

Education Functions 
8%

Utility Expenses  
and Bulk Purchases 

2%

Other Common  
Operating Functions 

0%

Parks and  
Recreation Functions 

4%

Debt Service 
11%



 (unaudited)

Donations and Contributions
	 Friends of the Park
		  Battery Lewis			   8,700.00 
		  Deep Cut Gardens			   11,369.00 
		  Employee Training			   9,068.00 
		  Hartshorne Woods Park			   565.00 
		  Historic Longstreet Farm			   727.00 
		  Historic Walnford			   140.00 
		  Holmdel Park			   1,054.00 
		  Hospitality			   897.00 
		  Manasquan Reservoir			   4,773.00 
		  Marketing			   149.00 
		  Race Supplies (from EM Todd Donation)		  3,973.00 
		  Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park		  484.00 
		  Therapeutic Recreation Assistance		  2,398.00 
		  Thompson Park			   1,803.00 
		  Timolat Farm			   30.00 
		  Turkey Swamp Park			   692.00 
		  Urban Recreation Assistance			  16,313.00 
		  Volunteer Services			   2,207.00 
		  Park Distributions - Other			   113.00 

						       
							       $65,455.00 

	 Land						      $5,933,025.00 

	 Miscellaneous Donated Items				    $630.00 

	 Monmouth Conservation Foundation (MCF)
		  Acquisition and Support Services			   $38,025.00 

	 Monmouth University Urban Rec. Camps			   $15,846.00 

	 Special People United to Ride (SPUR)	
		  Scholarships			   23,127.75 
		  In Kind Donations/Equipment & Misc. Items		  1,024.83 
		  Instructor Training			   0.00 
							       $24,152.58 
	 Sponsorships - Monmouth County Fair			   $6,028.75 

	 NJ Green Acres Grants - Yellow Brook		  812,500.00 
	 NJ Hazardous Discharge Site Remediation Fund (HDSRF) - various projects	 85,544.43 
							       $898,044.43 

	 Monmouth Conservation Foundation (MCF)  - various projects		  625,000.00 
	 NJ Water Supply Authority - Gleason Properties		  80,250.00 
							       $705,250.00 

		  1,175 volunteers for a total of 26,535 hrs @25.68 /hr			   $681,418.80 

		  4 individuals for a total of 39.0 hrs @ 25.68 /hr			   $1,001.52	
						       
						      Total	 $8,368,877.08 
(a)Based on Points of Light Value

Grants

Project Cost-Share

Volunteer Hours(a)

Community Service Hours(a)

2015 VALUE OF IN–KIND
DONATIONS, CONTRIBUTIONS & GRANTS
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2015

2015

2015

MONMOUTH COUNTY BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS

MONMOUTH COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

MONMOUTH COUNTY PARK SYSTEM ADMINISTRATION

(Standing, left to right)  
Park System Secretary-Director James J. Truncer 
Commissioner Thomas E. Hennessy Jr.  
Commissioner Mark E. Zelina 
Commissioner David W. Horsnall 
Commissioner Michael G. Harmon 
(Seated, left to right)  
Commissioner Violeta Peters 
Chairman Fred J. Rummel  
Freeholder Liaison to the Park System Lillian G. Burry 
Vice Chairman Kevin Mandeville 
Commissioner Patricia M. Butch 
Commissioner Thomas W. Adcock

(left to right)  
Thomas A. Arnone 
Lillian G. Burry 
Director Gary J. Rich Sr. 
Deputy Director Serena DiMaso 
John P. Curley

(Standing, left to right)  
Superintendent of Recreation, Patti Conroy 
Chief of Land Acquisition and Design, Spencer Wickham 
Purchasing Agent, Stephanie Weise 
Assistant Director, Andrew J. Spears 
Director of Personnel Training and Safety, Kevin Dunn 
Director of Development, Maria Wojciechowski 
(Seated, left to right) 
County Park Superintendent-Parks,Thomas Fobes 
Public Information Officer, Karen Livingstone 
Secretary-Director, James J. Truncer 
Office Services Manager, Helen Fiore 
County Park Superintendent-Golf, Michael Janoski



Headquarters: 805 Newman Springs Road, Lincroft, NJ 07738 
732-842-4000

Printed on recycled paper, certified by the Forest Stewardship Council 
Printed with environmentally-friendly ink

The Nation’s First Accredited Park and Recreation Agency G16140B/May 2016

www.MonmouthCountyParks.com

Two important pollinators, the eastern tiger swallowtail and a bumble bee, meet on a zinnia flower at Deep Cut Gardens.


