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GREEN HERITAGE
If You’ve Ever Considered Taking Up Golf,
NOW Is A Great Time!

WHY NOT PLAY GOLF?

(left) Golf Ranger Michelle Santoro gives pointed tips on how to hold the club so 
children can take their first real golf swing at the Park System’s annual Outdoor Expo.

(right) The Golf Open House, held each spring at Charleston Springs Golf Course in 
Millstone, offers would-be golfers a chance to learn about the game.

Golf continues next page

County golf “specials”
$12 WINTER GOLF FOR EVERYONE



OFF-PEAK DISCOUNTS

SPECIAL POPULATION DISCOUNTS

(Photo 1) Golf supervisors and staff gather 
before a big tournament at Hominy Hill. They 
are (l to r) Golf Ranger Eric Weatherbee, Sea-
sonal Staffer Larry Sacerdote, Supervisor Eric 
Kaplan, Bob Melick of Building Maintenance, 
Golf Ranger Bob Giolitto, and Seasonal Staffer 
Chuck Britton.

Charleston Springs Manager Vern Hasselbrock 
(Photo 2) and Manager of Golf Facilities Alan 
Roberts (Photo 3) pitch in at the Golf Open 
House.

(Photo 4) Golfers at Charleston Springs are set 
up for play, greeted at the Starter Booth, and 
monitored on the course by Golf Rangers (l to 
r) Jim Busch, Helene Megna (inside booth) and 
Bob Volpe.
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MONMOUTH COUNTY’S 
GOLF COURSES 

BEL AIRE GOLF COURSE
Wall Township  
Open all Year!
9-hole, Par 3 Course and 
18-hole Executive* Course
The place to go for beginners or for a 
quick game, this is the Park System’s 
only walk-on course—you don’t need a 

reservation; it’s first-come, first-served. 

CHARLESTON SPRINGS GOLF 
COURSE, Millstone  

18-hole North Course and 

18-hole South Course
Known for its relaxed setting, naturally 
beautiful greens, and many amenities 
(grass-tee warm-up range with target 
greens) this spacious facility has it all. 
Site of many Park System golf  lessons it 

also boasts a short-game practice area.

HOMINY HILL GOLF COURSE
Colts Neck 
18-hole Golf Course
Well-known to area golfers, this site is 
regularly voted among the best courses 
in NJ for its challenging layout and im-
maculate conditions; includes a warm-
up range.

HOWELL PARK GOLF COURSE
Howell

18-hole Golf Course
Peacefully situated in a quiet, wooded 
area, the fast-sloping greens of this 
course provide an experience like that 
of a private club; includes a warm-up 

range. 

PINE BROOK GOLF COURSE
Manalapan

18-hole Executive* Golf Course
A hidden gem nestled in the Covered 
Bridge Retirement community, this 
course with its picturesque holes is a 
great value for resident golfers.

SHARK RIVER GOLF COURSE
Neptune

18-hole Golf Course Open all Year!
This course offers stern but fair test to 
all golfers with its tight, narrow fairways 
and assortment of demanding holes. 
Open during winter with temporary 
tees/greens!

*An executive course has shorter holes, so the 
game is easier and can be played faster (par 
is around 60). Regulation 18-hole courses 
generally have longer, more difficult holes 
and take longer to play (par is usually 72).

LESSONS FOR ALL AGES & ABILITIES

PLENTY OF BEGINNER PRACTICE

FACILITIES

NEW INCENTIVES FOR YOUNG GOLFERS

Emily Mills, A Rising Young Golf Star

Golf Program Coordinator Bruce Gundaker and Bel Aire 
Golf Center Supervisor Tom Ketchum stand with Emily 
after one of her wins.

This parent-child team practices a few 
shots on the Short Game Area at 
Charleston Springs.
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Frank Chapman’s 
Quiet Protest  (Or, How the 
Audubon’s Annual Christmas Bird 
Count Was Started)
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Dr. Frank Chapman. 
(Courtesy of the National 
Audubon Society)

4 Continues, page 9

GENESIS OF THE BIRD COUNT

DUCK, DUCK, GOOSE:  HOW THE COUNTS ARE DONE



Gardening Basics For A Green Tomorrow

CONSERVING WATER

Continues next page 5
Rain Barrel



MAKING SMART PLANT & PRODUCE SELECTIONS

AVOIDING PESTICIDES

COMPOSTING: A TREND THATS GREEN AND GROWING

Self-watering pot

Cardinal Flower

Ramapo Tomato

Drum Composter6



It's Time to...
JANUARY

 FEBRUARY

MARCH

Greenhouse at Deep Cut

The flowers of late winter and early spring occupy places in our hearts  

well out of proportion to their size.-Gertrude S. Wister
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Bark, By Nature’s Design

  

DEEP CUT 
VOLUNTEER 

DROP-IN DAYS

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays
9am -12noon

April 7 – November 12, 2009

View from inside the pergola, last Spring:  Staff and volunteers prepare the 
new Rose Garden. Wait until you see how it has come along!

Crape Myrtle

Lacebark Elm Paper Birch

Three flower Maple
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Whooping Crane. 
Brian Haggerty/
US Fish & Wildlife 
Service

Tools of the trade:  patience and a good pair of 
binoculars.

Western Meadowlark. 
 JK Hollingsworth/US Fish and       
                    Wildlife Service

Boreal Chickadee. Jeremy Yancy/
National Audubon Society

Trumpeter Swan. Ron Laubenstein/US Fish & Wildlife Service

THE IMPORTANCE OF BIRD COUNT DATA

Bird Count, Continued from page 4



PARK PHILOSOPHY: DECIDING WHEN AND HOW TO REPAIR

More Than Grass And Trees:  Investing In Park Infrastructure

Demolition of an old horse stable on a piece of property 
acquired for the Crosswicks Creek Greenway in Upper Freehold.

Barn structures are an iconic image in many parts of Monmouth County. This one (left) was part of a farm complex that is 
now a county park, the Sunnyside Recreation Area in Middletown  The Park System restored this classic, timber-framed barn 
(built in the 1800s), and adapted the interior for modern-day use (equipment/machinery storage). Note the beautiful circu-
lar window in front, and the new shingle work near the base. Among other repairs, the barn was lifted to replace a rotting 
foundation.

Located on the Ramanessin Trail in Holmdel Park, this new bridge (right) actually connects the county park to Bayonet Farm, 
a Holmdel Township -owned property used by many local equestrians. Linking to adjacent recreational properties helps 
expand public access to the trails.
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MULTIPLE PROJECTS UNDERWAY AT ANY GIVEN TIME
What Is The Park System 
Made Of?

Improvements to the Seabrook-Wilson House will allow year-
round programs at the Bayshore Waterfront Park. These will 
include nature, outdoor recreation, summer camps, and his-
tory programs that capitalize on the site’s special beach and 
bay resources.
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CORRECTION:  In the last issue, this tree was 
mistakenly labeled a deciduous evergreen. 
This Larch is actually a deciduous conifer.    
Conifers can be either deciduous (losing nee-
dles in winter) OR evergreen (keeping needles 
in winter) like a fir or pine.



     A 8500-11/08 Winter 2008-09    
GREEN HERITAGE

Monmouth County’s Mammals of Winter

Harbor Seal

Harp Seal


