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Above:  One of the area’s most 
well-known pink displays and first 
signs of spring can be found at 
the pond’s edge at Holmdel Park 
with the bloom of cherry blos-
soms in early April. (NOTE: It may 
be difficult to tell the light pink 
cherry trees apart from the other 
flowering fruit trees that bloom in 
similar colors, like the crab apple 
or pear)
Far Left:  Some cherry blossoms, 
up close 

Left:  Trees aren’t the only pink 
display at Holmdel—look along-
side the trails for wildflower 
blooms, like these pink hyacinths

In The Pink:  A Study Of Spring In One Color



Above right:  New lambs are usually born in spring, and 
their noses and ears are an iconic pink sight of early spring. 
Visit the farm during the weekend of April 25 & 26 for the 
Annual Sheep Shearing Demonstration, noon – 3pm
Above:  For some pigs at the farm, their whole body is 
pink but the brightest shades often appear ‘round the 
nose and ears

A rainy April day provides the perfect misty backdrop for this flowering cherry near the pergola.

Creeping phlox, a groundcover, blooms in early April.
June, of course, is the month of roses. Now that the new Rose Garden is complete, you can view 
many beautiful specimens on display, in pink and many other colors.

This Magnolia tree on the Thompson 
Park Visitor Center front lawn puts on 
another spectacular pink display in 
April.

April hath put a spirit 

of youth in everything. 

~ William Shakespeare



These Mountain Laurels arrive in early June and can be found 
trailside at Hartshorne Woods Park in Middletown. They bloom 
in an unusual, geometric-like design.  

Listen…
can you hear it? Spring’s sweet cantata. The strains of grass pushing through the snow. 

The song of buds swelling on the vine. The tender timpani of a baby robin’s heart. Spring. 

~ Diane Frolov and Andrew Schneider, from the TV  series Northern Exposure, episode: “Wake Up Call” (1992)

This stunning photo demonstrates that even a simple thistle can 
put on quite a display. This photo was taken in May at Perrine-
ville Lake Park in Millstone, which now boasts two new trails.

Above Left:  Hunting for spring wildflowers is a favorite pastime for many hikers and 
walkers. You could spot this wild azalea—and many other trailside delights—if you 
walk the Marshy Trail at Thompson Park in early May.

Above Right:  A few Park System sites can boast a little grove of the rare and delicate 
Pink Lady’s Slipper Orchid.  The veins, puffy structure and bright color make spotting 
this elusive early June flower a real treat.

Left:  Since no park story about spring (or any season, really) is complete without a 
bird for good measure, here’s a Rose-Breasted Grosbeak seen in early May at Huber 
Woods Park, Middletown.



Freeholders Award Open Space Grants To 14 Towns

Most towns in Monmouth County have received Open Space Grant awards 
from the county.

2008 OPEN SPACE GRANT AWARD WINNERS

 Continued, page 9



Deep Cut Gardens

DEEP CUT SPRING EVENTS

Volunteer Drop-Ins Begins!

Spring 
Perennial 
Plant 
Swap

Daylily Day

NEW! Deep Cut Library 
  Has Over 40 New Books

Common Sassafras

OMISSION: Park System Gardener Randy McHaney’s name was accidentally omitted from two articles in the previous, Winter 2008-2009 issue of 
the Home Gardener.  He was author and photographer for both “Gardening Basics for a Green Tomorrow” and “Bark, By Nature’s Design.”

TREES & SHRUBS FOR A BIRD

FRIENDLY GARDEN

Gardening, The Future Of Bird Conservation
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  1. Amaranthus cruentus ‘Autumn’s Touch’   2. Black-Eyed Susan   3. Flame Azalea 

MIX ANNUALS & PERENNIALS TO PLEASE THE BIRDS

Short-toothed Mountain-mint



Springs Presents
Randy McHaney, Senior Gardener

Pieris ‘Bert Chandler’

Hybridized Tulips

Cut leaf Japanese Maple

Native Columbine



Spring planting at Deep Cut Gardens

IT’S TIME TO ….
APRIL

MAY

JUNE PLANTING TIPS!!!!



.

Making The Most Of The Coast

Keyport will convert half of this parking lot into a park overlooking Raritan Bay.

Avon-by-The Sea will preserve this view of Shark River.

Open Space Grants, continued from page 4



Birds And Horseshoe Crabs 
Connect At The Jersey Shore

O                

ANCIENT CREATURES OF THE BAY

HORSESHOE CRABS: PART OF AN IMPORTANT SHORE LIFE CYCLE
N
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Horseshoe Crab landing on the beach

 Horseshoe crab eggs

Male and female horseshoe crab making circular tracks.

Left: Male horse-
shoe crabs 
fighting over a 
female. 
Below: Male 
(smaller) and 
female horse-
shoe crabs 
mating



SHOREBIRDS RELY ON HORSESHOE CRAB EGGS TO SURVIVE

DECLINING      
HORSESHOE CRABS

Migratory shorebirds: a Dunlin (brown back) among a flock of Semi-palmated Sandpipers. 

Red Knot/U.S. Fish & Wildlife
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PHOTO #1: Buds appear April 10
PHOTO #2: and start to open April 14
PHOTO #3: Petals unfurl April 23
PHOTO #4: and turn beautiful white, maturing by May 7
PHOTO #5: Petals fall off; just the leaves remain on May 27

   


