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Dedication

HIS HISTORY of the Monmouth County Park System is dedicated

to the men and women who have given their time and talents to

Create a nationally recognized open space, parks and recreation
agency to serve their fellow citizens. Credit for the growth and success
of the Park System belongs to many individuals over the past 50 years —
farsighted County leaders, dedicated employees, generous donors, and
supportive volunteers and non-profit organizations that enhance the
services that we provide to the public. Every successful land preserva-
tion story and every beautiful park or recreation activity presented on
these pages is the result of the actions of people who worked for the
common good, and this book is a tribute to them.

This publication, written to commemorate the Park System’s 50th
anniversary, was made possible by The Friends of the Parks and the
efforts of Park System staff. Special thanks go to Gail Hunton, Super-
vising Historic Preservation Specialist, who coordinated the devel-
opment and editing of this publication, employees who provided
information and photographs, Clifford W. Zink who researched and
wrote the text, Frank Mahood who designed the book, and Carol
Maglio who proof read the copy.

James J. Truncer, Secretary-Director,
Monmouth County Park System
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[llustrations

E SET OUT to illustrate the Monmouth County parks in this

book with photographs taken by Park System employees,

and the results have exceeded our expectations. Employ-
ees took the vast majority of the 423 photographs in this book, and the
quality of their images shows both the excellent skills of these amateur
photographers and their deep connections to the open spaces, facili-
ties, and natural resources within the Park System.

Many of these employees anonymously provided their photographs
to the Park System archives over the years. Many others have gener-
ously shared their photographs for this publication, and we especially
thank Andrew Coeyman, Kelly Cole, Maribeth Gardner, Bruce Gollnick,
Robert Henschel, Linda Hubbell, George Lentz, Mark Miller, Andi Mon-
ick, and Ken Thoman for their fine contributions. Robert Henschel, a
long-time Park System naturalist, has photographed the parks for over
30 years and deserves special recognition for several of the signature
images in this book. Clifford Zink also provided key photographs of
several parks.

The task of assembling historical images for this book was espe-
cially challenging because the Thompson Park Visitor Center fire in

2006 destroyed hundreds of the Park System’s photographs of parks,
programs and people over many years. We thank all the Park System
employees who hunted through their files to locate and reproduce
images, and especially Cheryl-Stoeber Goff and Lisa Bonelli.

Gail L. Hunton, Monmouth County Park System
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Classic Images

(SPUR Benefit), Gerard M. Saydah, Saydah Studios
(Theodore Narozanick), Monmouth County Archives
(Helen Herrmann), Lois Pollak Broder and Helen C. Pike
(Pine Brook Golf Course Dedication), Monmouth
County Archives
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HIS BOOK originated with Jim Truncer’s desire to document

the accomplishments of the many dedicated people who have

contributed to creating and building the Monmouth County
Park System in the last six decades. It has been my great pleasure to
work with Jim, Gail Hunton, and many other employees and supporters
in researching the story of the Park System and summarizing it in this
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space, nature, wildlife and local history, and for helping people enjoy
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of Monmouth County.

Jim’s vision and dedication to quality provided inspiration through-
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perspectives on what it takes to build and operate a first class Park
System. Gail, Spence Wickham and Andy Coeyman readily provided ac-
cess to their Acquisition and Design files during the research, and Faith
Hahn articulated her knowledge and vision of planning within the Park

System. Joe Sardonia conveyed his knowledge of the design of several
park facilities, and Dave Pease relayed his enthusiasm for the game of
golf and the exacting maintenance that keeps the Park System's golf
courses in top form. Nancy Borchert and Jim Hoffman shared their
experience in the administration of the Park System and in building
Visitor Services, respectively. Howard Wikoff, Doug Krampert and Tom
Kellers all described their experiences in developing historical and
nature programs. Ken Thoman and Anna Luiten compiled ecological
summaries for the parks that illustrate their intimate knowledge of the
natural places, plants and wildlife under the Park System'’s stewardship.

Research Assistant Daniella Fischetti tirelessly collected and orga-
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Monmouth County Archives, where Gary Saretzky helped with many
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Above all, however, | am indebted to Gail Hunton, with whom I've
had the pleasure of working on several projects over the last two de-
cades, for her professionalism, grace, and tireless devotion to produc-
ing the best book possible with the resources available to us.

Clifford W. Zink
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supported the preservation of open space and the development
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