Monmouth County
Open Space Trust Fund

FACT SHEET,

Monmouth County residents each year, through their
property taxes, pay into a dedicated Open Space Trust
Fund to promote the health and growth of county and
municipal parks. This fund directly supports:

» The purchase of new county and
municipal park land

« The preservation of farms

 The construction of new recreation facilities
and the restoration of historic structures

« Municipal grants for the improvement of local parks

November Ballot Question Seeks to Dedicate More Funds to Open Space
Parks, farms and world-class recreational facilities are what makes Monmouth County a very special
place to live, work and raise a family. The Open Space Trust Fund contributes to our quality of life
and helps foster balanced development throughout the county. The ballot question asks residents
to consider an increase in the Open Space Trust Fund so that Monmouth County can continue to
achieve the goals of the Open Space Plan.

Monmouth County’s Longstanding Commitment to Parks and Open Space
The County’s land preservation program began in 1960 when the Board of Chosen Freeholders
purchased the first 24 acres for Shark River Park. Since then, your County Parks have grown to
include over 18,000 permanently preserved acres across 44 park areas with more than 8.5 million
visits each year. As the population of Monmouth County has grown, so has the demand for
recreational lands and facilities.

Monmouth County was the first County in New Jersey to establish an Open Space Trust Fund.

To meet open space and recreation needs, the Board of County Commissioners established the
Open Space Trust Fund in 1987, preceded by a referendum question for an Open Space Tax that
was approved by voters. All 21 counties in New Jersey have followed Monmouth County’s lead by
establishing an Open Space Trust Fund, with collection rates ranging from % Cent to 4 Cents per
$100 of equalized valuation.




1. 1987, S4M, Annually
@ The following increases to the Open 2. 1996, S10M, Annually
Space Trust Fund have been approved 3. 2002, $16M, Annually
by voters since its inception in 1987: ) )
4. 2006, 1.5 cents/S100 of Equalized Valuation
kS' 2017 2.75 cents/S$100 of Equalized Valuation

Monmouth County residents are being asked to vote on an increase to
the Open Space Trust Fund. The increase would raise the current collected
amount of 2.75 cents to 3.75 cents per $100 of assessed valuation. The
following are examples of how this increase will impact taxpayers.

Assessed Current Open Space Proposed
Home Value Contribution (2.75) Increase (3.75)
$400,000 $110 $150
$600,000 $165 $225
$800,000 $220 $300

The Open Space Trust Fund has supported the
purchase of hundreds of properties, with currently
over 18,000 acres permanently preserved.

In addition, through the Municipal Open Space Grant Program established by the County
Commissioners in 2002, 51 of Monmouth County’s 53 municipalities have participated in

the program, with 291 grants awarded for land acquisition and park development totaling
$61 million.

Monmouth County is actively working to acquire properties within the project areas identified
in the Monmouth County Open Space Plan. Negotiations or appraisals are currently underway
with a number of property owners. There are many more land preservation projects on the
horizon as long as funds are available.




@ Selection of projects made possible by money from the Open Space Trust Fund

Recent Monmouth County Park Area Acres Town
Park Acquisitions
New park created / trails HoPl;r;l(jel 55 Holmdel / Marlboro
Woodlands and farm field URTI Ll 53 Colts Neck
Golf Course
Forest land addition / trails Manasqugn 32 Howell
Reservoir
Brushwood Point - Hartshorne Woods .
Waterfront fishing, trails, dock Park te Middletown
Fa!lr Winds Farm addition Crosswicks Creek 317 Vs ek
with lake Park
Woodlands / Trails / Fort Monmouth .
Recreation Center Recreation Center e Tinton/Falls
Southern forest addition, trails Baysh_olm 73 Freehold/ Howell
Conservation Area

New waterfront park / Shark River :
kayaking, fishing dock Park 3 Neptune City

®




®

Recent Municipal Land Grant Amount Acres Town

Preservation Grants
Crawfords Hill and Historic $3,562,500 35 Holmdel
Horn Antenna
Saint Mary - Mater Dei Campus
- Turf Football / Soccer Field, .
Track, 3 Ballfields, Snack Shack, 38,812,500 25 Mgl
Restrooms, Shared Parking.
Forest Area / Trails $312,188 15 Marlboro
Municipal Dock Waterfront Park
Expa'n5|on - Utll!ze for events, $1.006,875 1+ Fair Haven
parking, recreation programs,
kayak and canoe launch.
Robbins Street Passive Park $843,750 1+ Monmouth Beach
Maida Farm / Five Points Park $881,250 29 Colts Neck




@ Selected Municipal Park Improvement Grants

Municipal Project Grant Amount Acres Town
Gravelly Brook Park -
New baseball, soccer,
basketball, playground, 3250,000 2 BRI
trails bathrooms, planting.
Parker Homestead - Historic home $250,000 4 Little Silver
/ museum in Sickles Park. '
Loffredo Field - Upgrading the
football field $250,000 5 Neptune
Waterfront Park Development $250,000 2 Keyport
Manahassett Creek Park $250,000 21 Long Branch
Riverdale Ave East - .
Headwaters of the Pine Brook 3250,000 > Umiem U
Count Basie Park Phase 2 -
Baseball field / basketball courts. 3250,000 6 Re Rl
Gunning Island Boy Scout Camp
Purchase, Shrewsbury River 3250,000 20 Rumson
Sea Watch Beach Improvements $250,000 2 Manasquan

Continued...




@ Selected Municipal Park Improvement Grants (cont.)

Municipal Project Grant Amount Acres Town
(cont.) (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)

EaaI;iTsatI;?)Tl?;:telgn $244,500 14 Long Branch
gﬂjn”taelfgg{‘asﬁggiition $180,000 1 Manalapan
goboprgf; dT:E;a;ag?g Course $500,000 54 Ocean Township
Shore Road Park Improvements $172,000 9 Spring Lake Heights
Natco Lake Park Trails Project $48,000 200 Hazlet
Millstone Park Expansion -
Watershed (Millstone, Green Acres $650,000 125 Millstone
and Monmouth Conservation)
Shark River Waterfront acquisition $250,000 6 Neptune
Municipal Roller Hockey Rink $200,000 1+ Wall
Riverfront Park $250,000 14 Avon

& Marina improvements
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What Will the Proposed

O

Increase Support?

Dedicate sufficient funds for purchasing more park land before open space
is forever lost.

Provide new access to rivers, lakes, bays and the ocean for recreation.

Create new parks, expand existing parks, preserve greenways, stream and
trail corridors, dredge recreational waterways, and create connections
between parks to establish an integrated open space system throughout
the County.

Preserve vital watersheds and wetlands, which protect critical
drinking water supplies, provide habitat for birds and aquatic life,
and prevent flooding.

Advance preservation of the County’s natural, historic and scenic resources.

Expand recreational opportunities throughout the county, which promote
health and wellness.

Foster balanced development throughout the County to support a vibrant
local economy with sustainable practices that keep our communities livable.
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FRIENDS of
the PARKS






