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Monmouth County is special for a multitude of reasons. That is why it’'s never
a surprise but always appreciated and nourishing to hear how far some people
travel to enjoy and participate in the parks and programs. It is easy to take for
granted the things that seem “ordinary” and accessible everywhere, but the
sad truth is that there are many communities that don’t have the resources or
abilities to offer such recreational and enjoyable natural opportunities. That's why
Monmouth County parks are for everyone. No matter where you come from,
how old you are, what you’re interested in, the Park System has you covered.
From winter hiking and cross-country skiing during the frigid wintery days to the
rolling hills and blooming flora and wildlife throughout the spring and summer
with activities like pickleball, cooking classes, archery, Pilates, mahjong, nature
walks, kayaking, theater, and so much more to keep you busy throughout the year,
there’s something for everyone. With over 19,000 acres owned and managed and
an additional 777 acres added in 2025, the Park System is that much closer to its
goal of 21,000 preserved acres. Come one, come all, come from far or nearby, the
Park System is yours to explore and to enjoy.
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Senior Hikers at Hartshorne Woods Park



Park System Visitation
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2025

Awards

Preservation NJ 2025
Preservation Project Award
- Historic Racing Stable

e The Historic Preservation

Award recognized the Park

System’s historic preservation

staff including recently

retired Supervising Historic

Preservation Specialist Gail

Hunton, for her strategic role in

the preservation of the Historic

Racing Stable. The award also

recognized the architects,

general contractor, and Park

System exhibition team,

Kristen Hohn, Reagan Miller,

Dorothy Reilly, and Michael

Alfano, graphic designer,

for their extraordinary work

preserving and restoring a

local landmark and creating

and designing exhibits that
interpret the site’s stories and
historic significance.

Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) “Historic
Preservation Medal” awarded
to Historic Preservation staff
¢ The Monmouth County Park
System’s Historic Preservation
staff was awarded the
Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) “Historic
Preservation Medal” in
recognition of its ongoing
dedication to the preservation,
restoration, and rehabilitation
of the Park System’s many
National Register listed historic
sites and districts. The award
also acknowledged the Park
System’s commitment to
cemetery preservation and our continued partnership with the Middletown
DAR chapter on collaborative projects such as the interpretive wayside panel at
Bayshore Waterfront Park detailing the Capture of the Brigantine Britannia, the
monument ceremony at the Browns Dock Road burial ground in Huber Woods
celebrating Revolutionary War Patriot, Corporal Henry Johnson, and upcoming
interpretive initiatives celebrating Monmouth County’s 250th anniversary.




2025

Park Accompllshments

Braille Trail at Manasquan Reservoir

e The Park System proudly announced
the opening of the Manasquan

Reservoir
Environmental
Center Braille Trail,
developed to be
inclusive for people
of all abilities, with
an emphasis on
those with visual
impairments. A
guide rope leads
visitors along

the trail and links
information panels
that feature braille
translations of the

text along with tactile elements. An
optional audio tour using GPS and
powered by the VoiceMap app is also
available for users. This fantastic new
element to the park was made possible
by the generous support of the Colts
Neck Lions Club and the Friends of the
Monmouth County Park System.

@ Coordinated the planting of
691 shrubs and trees throughout

the Park System

Issued Research and Collections
Permits to 23 researchers from
conservation agencies, universities,

and nonprofits

¢ The Natural Resources Department
of the Monmouth County Park System
issues permits for scientific research
and collections within the parks. The
mission is to preserve and enhance
lands for the purposes of resource

and habitat protection and preserve
and enhance lands for the recreation
and enjoyment of citizens whilst
maintaining the balance between those

two goals.

e
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Braille Trail at Manasquan Reservoir
\_

J

Planting shrubs and trees




2025

Visitor Services
Accomplishments

In 2025, Monmouth County Park System
camps achieved American Camp Association
(ACA) accreditation, providing clear evidence of
our dedication to health, safety, and the highest
standards of camp excellence. The rigorous
accreditation process required compliance with
144 ACA standards and provided a valuable
opportunity to evaluate and strengthen our
camp operations.

As a result, policies and procedures were
strengthened and standardized to support
consistent, high-quality camp operations.

The accreditation process required expanded
staff training in safety, policies, procedures,
organizational goals, expectations, and skills
verification, resulting in a more knowledgeable,
professional, and higher-quality staff.

This achievement was made possible through the
collaborative efforts of staff across Operations,
Golf, Visitor Services, and Administration.
Together, these teams designed and delivered
outstanding camp experiences, maintained
facilities to the highest standards, assembled
comprehensive documentation, and welcomed
accreditation visitors with professionalism and
hospitality ensuring a successful outcome for the
Monmouth County Park System.

@ 2025 was another highly successful year
for Visitor Services. Program attendance and
revenue remained strong, and we once again
surpassed the previous year’s revenue. The
continued popularity of our programs reflects
the community’s confidence in our services and
confirms that we consistently meet and often
exceed participant expectations.

Programs offered 4,571

Programs ran 3,903

Participants served 40,433

Revenue $4,499,865.28

@ Community Recreation launched a camp
scholarship referral program with Monmouth
County Human Services, resulting in dozens of
referrals and two camper registrations in its first
year. Growing awareness of the program led to
an invitation to present at the Retired Teachers
Association of New Jersey’s annual luncheon,
where a $750 donation was made to support the
initiative.

@ Senior Hikers recorded 854 total registrations
across five special hike days and seven weekly
hikes. Special spring and fall hikes filled,
demonstrating strong interest for expanded
offerings in 2026.
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2025

Golf Accomplishments

@ Hominy Hill hosted the 77th Metropolitan Golf Association (MGA) Public Links Championship for the
sixth time in the club’s history.

@ Completed construction contract for stormwater improvements for irrigation at Bel-Aire Golf Course.
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Hominy Hill Golf Course Hominy Hill Golf Course Bel-Aire Golf Course




2025

Trails Crew Highlights

0 Six miles of new trails were built at Turkey Swamp Park,
Crosswicks Creek Park, and Perrineville Lake Park.

@ 73 miles of trails were maintained by volunteers in 12 parks.
@ 3,305 total volunteer trail hours were completed.

Total number of active trails volunteers: 196
@ Total number of Trails Maintenance opportunities: 16
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2025

Park Facility
Improvements

) Completed, installed, and opened the 4 N\
Historic Racing Stable at Thompson Park.

@ Completed reconstruction of the
Holmdel Park Forest Edge Playground.

@ Completed replacement of Seven Presidents
Oceanfront Park 5-12 yr. olds section of
Tony's Place Playground.

Completed resurfacing of Fort Monmouth
Recreation Area's outdoor basketball court.

@ Completed full reconstruction of tennis courts
at Dorbrook Recreation Area.

@ Completed bridge repairs for Bridge 406-01
at Shark River Park.

@ Advanced completion of site remediation \. ( )
and documentation for Swimming River Park.
7
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During Construction and After Completion of Tony’s Place Playground at Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park
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Outdoor basketball court at Fort Monmouth Recreation Area

Tennis courts at Dorbrook Recreation Area
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Historic Racing Stable at Thompson Park
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Quick Facts

Total Acres of
County Park land

@

A

Number of Parks & Golf

81 5 New Acres Acquired in 2025

Courses
@ Forest 58% @ Wetland 3%
Field 23%  Developed/Impervious 10%
¢ Water 6% @ Beach <1%

* Excluding easements; represents approx. 6% of Monmouth County’s total acreage 301,804.

Recreation Facilities

M

Total Number
of Facilities

-

Athletic Fields

14

(Soccer 8, Softball 2, Rugby 1, Flag Football 2, and LAX/FH field 1)

® Ball Courts
(Tennis 12, Pickleball 13, Basketball 6)

Boat Rental Sites

Beaches with Lifeguards

® Campgrounds
(74 individual campsite and 3 cabin areas)

Environmental Centers
@ Historic Sites/Buildings
@ Picnic Pavilions/Shelter Buildings/Tents for Rent
@ Playgrounds

Pools

@ Visitor/Activity Centers

31



Recreation Programs’

7

4,571 40,433

Number of Program
Programs Attendance*
Offered

*Includes Visitor Services, Golf, Historic Sites,
plus school/other group programs and birthday parties.

Golf
0 355,726

Total Rounds Played

2,172 1,196

Total Tournament Rounds Total FootGolf Rounds

Bel-Aire

Charleston Springs
Hominy Hill

Howell Park

Pine Brook

Shark River

0 0, 20, S0, %, %, %, 20, S
%005 "%, %%, %, %, %%, %, 2%, %%,

Trails

@ Paved: 32.0

‘ ® Easy: 32.75
. ® Moderate: 84.5
— |

@ Challenging: 10.5

159.75

Total Miles of Trails

Visitation
9,560,610

4. Total County Park Visits

@ 2,012,352

Visits to Park System Website

4 98,600

Monmouth County Fair Visitors

@» 12,500

Thompson Park Day

9,692

Creative Arts Festival

Wind & Sea Festival

3 2100

Fall Craft Show

y 2100

Spring Craft Show

Personnel
. @ Full-time Staff: 336

Hourly/Part-time
7
® Staff (Seasonal): 55

Program Staff/ 74
Instructors:
Volunteers: 806

Provided 19,172
hours of service

1,773

Total




2025

Land Acquisition

A total of 777 new acres were added to park properties in 2025. The Monmouth County Park System
now owns/manages 19,672 acres throughout 44 park areas and golf courses across the county. In
2025, the Park System continued to make progress towards the attainment of Monmouth County’s
long-range open space goal of 21,000 acres preserved of public park and recreation purposes.
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Parks That Expanded Acreage in 2025

Shark River 9 Bayshore Recreation Area 3
Holmdel Park 55 Crosswicks Creek Park 617
Bayhsholm Tract 5 Debois Creek Recreation Area 0.5
East Freehold Showgrounds 6 Fort Monmouth Recreation Area 23
Clayton Park 4 LAND ADDITIONS - 777
Hominy Hill Golf Course 53 Easements - 38

Total - 815

2025 Park Acreage

Baysholm Tract 152 Huber Woods Park 390
Bayshore Waterfront Park 232 Manasquan Reservoir 1,381
Bel-Aire Golf Course 132 Manasquan River Greenway 540
Big Brook Park 827 Metedeconk River Greenway 607
Charleston Springs Golf Course 820 Miscellaneous Trail Corridor (1) 1
Clayton Park 456 Monmouth Cove Marina 10
Crosswicks Creek Park 2,983 Mount Mitchill Scenic Overlook 12
DeBois Creek Recreation Area 166 Perrineville Lake Park 1,456
Deep Cut Gardens 54 Pine Brook Golf Course 61
Dorbrook Recreation Area 540 Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park 38
Durand Tract 94 Shark River Golf Course 176
East Freehold Showgrounds 87 Shark River Park 1,006
Fisherman's Cove Conservation Area 55 Sunnyside Recreation Area 135
Fort Monmouth Recreation Area 33 Swimming River Greenway 19
Freneau Woods Park 334 Tatum Park 366
Hartshorne Woods Park 831 Thompson Park 667
Henry Hudson Trail 240 Turkey Swamp Park 2,415
Historic Longstreet Farm 9 Union Transportation Trail 15
Historic Walnford 36 Weltz Park 169
Holmdel Park 719 Wickatunk Recreation Area n5
Hominy Hill Golf Course 319 Wolf Hill Recreation Area 92
Howell Park Golf Course 353 Yellow Brook Tract 430

Total Acres Owned and/or Managed by the Park System 19,672

*83 acres of the HHT are owned by the **1,052 acres at the Manasguan Reservoir ***64 acres of the UTT
county and assigned to the Park System; are owned by the NJ Water Supply are under permanent
another 104 acres are under 20 year lease Authority and leased to the Park System easement from JCP&L
from NJ Transit for perpetual use. as a trail right-of-way.




2025

Volunteers In Parks

Volunteers In

2025 Volunteer Value Report

» 806 Volunteers
provided 19,172 hours of
service to the Monmouth
County Park System.

* The value of service
provided by the Park
System Volunteers in
2025 is $680,606.

* The independent sector
has valued time served by
volunteers in New Jersey

at $35.50 per hour.

Monmouth County Park System

The following volunteers provided 40 or more hours of volunteer service.
* provided more than 100 hours of service, ** provided more than 200 hours of service

Volunteer

Highlights
806

Volunteers

%

19,172

Hours of Service

%K_J

4,840

Gardening/Pruning

3,305

Trail Maintenance

2,320

SPUR Equestrian

1,996

Invasive Plant
Strike Force

1,933

Outdoor Adventures

Werner Aehlich**
Christopher Ahern
Andrew Antoniolli
Basil Baccash
Donna Baginsky
Laura Bagwell
Cindy Bellino**
Mitchell Berman
Patricia Bernstein*
Paula Best

Nancy Bowe
Chris Bremseth*
Joan Brown
Tracey Brown
Kate Bruck

Joan Bruno**

Don Bunnell*
Rose Buono-Zimmer
Sandy Burn
Maureen Byrne
Cathy Capozzi
Judy Cappello**
Bobbie Carey*
Pam Carlsen
Susan Cartmell
Chung Chang**
Adriana Chinelli
Lu An Chonko
James Church
Beth Clarke

Chris Cornell
Dennis Costa**
Marie Costa
Denise Day
Matthew DeFelice

Louise Delcollo*
John Demaree
Caroll Derocco
Tricia Dimino-Pao
Rich Doughty
Jeannine Dresch
Joan Dubois

Pat Duplak
Cheryl Dzitko

Gil Eckert*
Roland Eckstein*
Kathleen Evans
Joanne Ferguson
Jane Foss

Mark Francisco**
Steve Fratini
Mary Gauld
Suzan Glazer*
Ken Golomb**
Ellen Harrold*
Ben Hersch
Amanda Hintelmann**
Paul Hudak
Dawn Johnson
Karen Kacani

Tim Keough*
Robert Koehler
Jennifer Koller*
Yvonne Koutsoutis**
Alison Kugler**
Art Lackner**
Gale Lackner**
Bill Lieter

Dan Lingelbach
Jeanette Lingelbach*

Gerry Lingner**
Bill Little*

Joyce Little
Chelsea Livingstone
Emily Lutkiewicz
Lois Lyons*
Birgit Mason
Joseph Mazzatta
Thomas McConville
Joanne Mecane
Cathie Merker
Jayne Miller
Eileen Murphy
Grace Musumeci*
Deepalakshmi
Muthukrishnan
Donald Myers
Connie Myhrer
David Nass**
Laurie Nass*
Bridget Neiman*
Les Neiman*

Han Nguyen*
Cheryl Nolan
Brett Palumbo
Jim Pegg

Janet Pepsin

Bill Perkins
Jeffrey Ragle
Steve Ralling*
Eileen Reed
Steven Reed
Linda Rovder*
Susan Rusciano*
Walter Salzmann**

Ashley Santos
Andrew Scheffer*
Marilyn Scherfen
Robert Schwarz**
Jonathan Shor
Katherine Siegel
Carla Sinclair**
Patricia Slade*
Alexandra Smith
Carol A. Smith*
Susan Smith
Carol Smolinski
Robert Sollazzo
Leon 'Lee’ Stab
Nancy Stab**
David Steward

Sebastian
Stolzenberger

Lynn Stone

Eleanor Swanson
Marra Tanay
Patricia Thul

Jeff Trimboli
Robert Tully*
Rosemary Tunnicliffe*
Tom Vetrano
Sreeya Vijayakumar
Elaine Weigl

CJ Weir

Marianne White
Maureen Wolf
Janet Zagata

Peter Zampell



2025

Park Partners

FRIEN DS fth Founded in 1991, The Friends of the Parks, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
0 € facilitates sponsorship and hosts fundraising events and activities to raise

MoanUth County money for special projects in the parks.
Park System, Inc.

In 2025, special projects funded by The Friends included renovations to the
Carriage House at Historic Portland Place, historic costumes for staff at Historic Longstreet Farm, and the purchase of
artifacts and exhibit items for the Park System’s collection. Additionally, in partnership with the Colts Neck Lions Club,
the Braille Trail opened at the Manasquan Reservoir. This first-of-a-kind endeavor features an interactive trail exhibit
with cast bronze wayside exhibits, Braille descriptions, and an audio narration. The New Jersey Recreation and Parks
Association (NJRPA) selected the Braille Trail as the winner of their 2025 Excellence in Design Award.

During the year, The Friends placed a total of 26 memorial benches in the following Park System sites: Deep Cut
Gardens, Dorbrook Recreation Area, Fisherman’s Cove Conservation Area, Hartshorne Woods Park, Henry Hudson
Trail, Holmdel Park, Hominy Hill Golf Course, Huber Woods Park, Swimming River Park, Thompson Park, and Turkey
Swamp Park. In addition, The Friends continued to provide recreation assistance funding for camp scholarships, after-
school programs, and park excursions for the Urban Recreation and Community Recreation Divisions. Funding was
also provided for outdoor recreation programs, volunteer programs, and therapeutic recreation programs, as well as
for advanced education and training seminars and courses for Park System staff.

The Friends are proud to provide this support for the Monmouth County Park System.

Special People United to Ride (SPUR) is a nonprofit organization that supports

adaptive horseback riding and equestrian programs at Sunnyside Equestrian

SP‘ }R ‘ Center. During 2025 the Equestrian Center offered many programs with an
R .du. gverage of over 100 SPUR riders per session. The Equine facilitated Learning

program for school groups along with youth horseback riding was also offered

in 2025. Hosting four volunteer workshops throughout the year SPUR added 40 new volunteers to the program. We
also hosted a Halloween celebration including live music and a sing along for all the participants. We hosted the 2025

SPUR horse show for over 75 riders, and the Holiday party “Breakfast with Santa” for SPUR families and participants.
2025 was a successful year being able to provide these special programs for our community. www.spuronline.org

Established in 1977, Monmouth Conservation Foundation (MCF) works to

acquire and preserve open space and farmland and conserve natural habitats

throughout Monmouth County in support of outdoor recreation, agriculture,

clean water, and wildlife for long-term sustainability. The independent

FOUNDATION nonprofit’s vision is to lead conservation and education efforts to preserve

and protect our natural environment, so all individuals and communities have access to and can benefit from open
space and nature for generations to come. MCF is proud to have assisted with the preservation of more than 4,400
acres of County parklands - 24% of MCPS’ total acreage - and nearly 9,700 acres overall in Monmouth County to date.
In addition, MCF responsibly and consistently oversees the protection of critical natural resources on approximately
900 acres of preserved lands through conservation and agricultural easements. It is one of 478 accredited land trusts
out of 1,281 nationwide. Jointly, MCF and Monmouth County are working to expand and enhance parklands to ensure
that the County remains a highly desirable place for people and natural inhabitants. www.monmouthconservation.org




2025

Financial Statement

Unaudited

Combined Statement of Revenue, Expenses and Fund Balances

For Year Ending December 31, 2025

TotaLs GENERAL TRrusT
BEGINNING FUND BALANCE $19,775,656 $19,605,575
INCOME
County Appropriation
Salaries/Wages 25,665,113 21,311,113 4,354,000
Other Expense Approp.
Approp. 1,889,983 1,889,983
Revenue
Donations 25,152
Golf Courses 20,414,031 12,038,182 8,375,849
Parks 2,664,921 1,205,227 1,459,694
Monmouth Cove Marina 1,662,909 1,662,909
Visitor Services 4,499,867 4,499,867
TOTAL INCOME $56,821,976 $36,444,505 $20,352,319
EXPENDITURES
Personnel $27,967,257 24,399,863 3,567,394
Operations $13,676,480 1,369,837 12,300, 142
New Jersey State Sales Tax 348,012 348,012
General Revenue Returned to Treasurer
Golf Courses 11,593,557 11,593,557
Parks 1,649,853 1,649,853
TOTAL
EXPENDITURES $55,235,158 $39,013,109 $16,215,548
Excess (Deficit) in Revenues 1,586,818 2,568,604 4,136,771
ENDING FUND BALANCE $21,362,474 -$2,568,604 $23,742,347
Capital Cash & Open Space Expenditures: @
Site Improvements $21,888,881
Land Acquisition 22,157,808
Line Item Capital - Equipment (additional & replacement) 2,823,141
Offset to Maintenance, Personnel, and other expenses 17,859,933.00
TOTAL $64,729,763

CasH

DoNATIONS

$170,080

25,152

$25,152

6,501

$6,501

$188,731

Notes: (a) not included in above statement of expenditures
Capital items listed are not amortized

Appropriation does not include salary adjustments, fringe benefits

, insurance, information technology support, and legal services



2025

MCPS Income By Source

' @ County Appropriation $27,555,096 48%
“ @ Donations $25152 0%
@ Golf Courses $20,414,031 36%

@® Parks $2,664,921 5%

@ Monmouth Cove Marina $1,662,909 3%

@ Visitor Services $4,499,867 8%

$56,821,976

2025

MCPS Expenditures

(excluding capital)

@ Personnel $27,967,257 51%

@ Operations $13,676,480 25%
(supplies, utilities, services, contracts, etc.)

® New Jersey State Sales Tax $348,012 1%

@ General Revenue Returned to Treasurer $13,243,409 24%

$55,235,158




2025

Value of In-Kind Donations,
Contributions, & Grants

DONATIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Friends of the Park $251,456.00
Benches for various parks $50,989.00
Calendars for HQ Staff $300.00
Creative Arts Center $1,064.00
Creatures of the Night $6,119.00
Coastal Activity Center & Camper Scholarships $16,970.00
Community Recreation $5,120.00
Deep Cut Gardens $2,985.00
Fair $150.00
Historic Longstreet Farm $28,555.00
Historic Services $1,055.00
Jim Truncer Estate Purchases/Artifacts & Marketing $59,797.00
Manasquan Reservoir $14,395.00
National Park Ranger Day $1,256.00
Natural and Historic Resources $20,755.00
Naturalists $6,548.00
Outdoor Adventures $3,164.00
Portland Place $21,916.00
Therapeutic Recreation Assistance $3,660.00
Trails $482.00
Volunteer Services $6,176.00
Land $0.00
Miscellaneous Donated Items $0.00
Monmouth Conservation Foundation (MCF) $14,000.00
Support Services $14,000.00
Monmouth University Rec. Assist Camps $4,830.75
Special People United to Ride (SPUR) $25,001.50
Scholarships $15,124.00
In Kind Donations/Equipment & Misc. Iltems 8,077.50
Instructor Training 1,800.00
Sponsorships - Monmouth County Fair $26,500.00
Parks $2,000.00
Friends of the Park $24,500.00
GRANTS $1,750,000.00
Green Acres $1,750,000.00

VOLUNTEER HOURS (a)
806 volunteers for a total of 19,17 hrs @ $36.97/hr $708,751.87

TOTAL $2,529,084.12
@ Based on Points of Light value 2024
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2025 Monmouth County Commissioners
Left to Right:

Commissioner Erik Anderson,
\ Commissioner Dominick “Nick” DiRocco,
Commissioner Director Thomas A. Arnone,
Commissioner Deputy Director Susan M. Kiley,
Commissioner Ross F. Licitra.

\

2025 Monmouth County
Board of Recreation Commissioners
Kevin Mandeville, Chariman
Anthony Fiore, Vice Chairman
Michael G. Harmon
Thomas E. Hennessy Jr.

Patricia M. Butch
Thomas Adcock

\ Lori Ann Davidson

Brian Foster
Rachael Stolte
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2025 Monmouth County
Park System Administration

Secretary-Director,
Andrew Spears

Deputy Director,
Michael Janoski

Deputy Director,
William B. Byrtus

Superintendent of Parks,
Matthew Coleman

Superintendent of Golf,
Jeremy Schaefer

Superintendent of Recreation,
Patricia Conroy

Chief of Resource and Development,
Anna Luiten

Director of Development,
Maria Wojciechowski

Public Information Officer,
Karen J. Livingstone

Chief Clerk of Administration,
Barbara Berry
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