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State Health Insurance Assistance Program Offers Help 
 
The State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) reminds people with Medicare in 
Monmouth County it is time to re-evaluate their health and prescription coverage. 
  
The Annual Coordinated Election Period is from November 15 through December 31 of each 
year.  For most people with Medicare, this is the only opportunity to change, add or drop a 
Medicare Part D (prescription) plan.  If a change is made during the Annual Coordinated 
Election Period, it will become effective on January 1st.   
 
Before taking any action, it is very important for someone with Medicare Part D coverage to read 
the “Annual Notice of Change” that all Medicare prescription drug plans must mail to their 
members by October 31st.  The notice advises of any changes to the plan in terms of premiums, 
deductible, co-payments and formulary (list of drugs the plan will cover) for the year 2008.   
 
Many people with Medicare also have coverage from an employer/union plan that includes 
coverage for prescription drugs.  The coverage may be as good as or better than the Medicare 
benefit.  This is called “creditable coverage”.  People with creditable coverage do not need to 
enroll in a Medicare Part D plan.  Every year, by November 15th, employer/union plan 
administrators must provide written notice to covered members whether or not their coverage is 
creditable.  Questions about whether coverage is creditable should be directed to the specific 
employer/union plan. 
 
For those people with Medicare who do not have creditable coverage and have not yet enrolled 
in a Medicare Part D plan, the Annual Coordinated Election Period is the only time during the 
year when they can enroll in a plan.   
 
SHIP counselors will be available to help people compare and enroll in a plan.  SHIP counselors 
provide free, unbiased information and assistance to people with Medicare or their 
representatives.  
 
In addition, the Monmouth County Office on Aging will have a special Medicare D counselor 
available during the open enrollment period, beginning November 13, 2007.  to make an 
appointment with the Office on Aging counselor or to find a SHIP counselor near you, please 
call (732) 431-7450. 



FALL is the SEASON for SELF PROTECTION

Now that the leaves are turning and there is a chill in the air, it’s time to think of preparing for the winter flu
and pneumonia season.  The best method to prevent the flu from infecting you and your family is to protect
yourself through vaccination with the flu vaccine.  The following article is from the Federal government’s
Center for Disease Control regarding the flu vaccination.  For information on flu clinics in Monmouth
County call the Office on Aging at (732) 431-7450 or your local municipality for information on a flu
clinic in your town.

INACTIVATED INFLUENZA VACCINE
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PROPERTY TAX RELIEF PROGRAMS DEADLINE EXTENDED 
 

The deadline for senior and disabled homeowners to file the 2006 Fair Tax Rebate has 
been extended to October 31st .  The deadline for filing a 2006 Senior Tax Freeze 
(Property Tax Reimbursement) application has also been extended to October 31st. If you 
have not filed, you can call the Office on Aging at 732-431-7450 or 1-877-222-3737 for 
more information and assistance. 

Congratulations Monmouth County 2007 State Art Show Winners 
 

             
            “Faces In A Crowd”    “Caribbean Marketplace”             “No Payments Until 2008” 
              by Joan Wallace            by Ruth Slater   by Arnold Hirsch 
     Watercolor – Professional   Watercolor – Nonprofessional                   Photography – Nonprofessional  
     State: 1st Place &Best in Show  Pro                State: 1st Place    State:  2nd place 
 
          
    

          
         “American Pig”                       “Figure with Flowers”                                         “Julia”  
       by Paul Pugliese                                  by Stephen W. Slomko                               by Michael Menendez 
   Sculpture - Professional                    Mixed Media – Professional   Photography – Professional 
   State:  Honorable Mention                                 State:  Honorable Mention                  State:  Honorable Mention  


